1293

«hey depend upon railway facilities. Thus
it is that every attention should be paid to
navigation matters, for the North depends
entirely upon our sea-borne trade, Having
perhaps more knowledge of the North than
any other member of Parliament, apart from
those who directly represent northern elector-
ates, and the views and requirements of the
people there, I can assure Mr., Miles that
I am very sympathetically inclined towards
the North.
duties, I entertain those feelings and I bave
been able to keep in touch with the people
cgoncerned. Naturally one is sympathetie-
ally disposed towards them when the disabili-

ties they experience in being so far away

from the seat of Government are realised.
Perhaps that is why members representing
that part of the State have to be a little
more watchful and active than those whose
interests are closer to the metropolis. 1
know that the people of the North are not,
to usze a colloguialism, “squealers” in any
sense of the word. They appreciate the dif-
fieulties confronting the Government gener-
ally, but they also appreciate anything tnab
is done for their benefit. That is why I say
we are anxious to do what we can for the
North, particularly in regard to the light-
ing of the coast from Wyndham to Fre-
mantle. Althongh something has been done
in the past, much remsains to be under-
taken yet. If we can secure the co-opera-
tion of the Federal authorities, T am sure
we shall be able to make the eonditions far
better than they have been up to the pre-
sent.

Hon. G. W. Miles The department was
starved in past years before you took charge.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I know
that and no better illustration of the fact
could be advanced than the condition of
the buoys at Wyndham. Thev are a stand-
ing disgrace to those responsible, bnt we
ean let that go. We have been able to do
something since the present Government has
been in power, and we may be able to do
more in the future,

On motion by Hon, W, H, Kitson, debate
adjonrned.

House adjourned at 5.58 p.m.

Even apart from my official -
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at.4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

BILL—TRATFIC ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1927-28.
In Commiite of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the Treasurer’s Financial Statement and on
the Annual Estimates; Mr. Lutey in the
Chair.

Vote—Legisiative Council, £1,667 :

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [4.34]: Lt 1s
not my intention to delay the Committee
very long. Three or four months ago dur-
ing the debate on the Address-in-reply, we
diseussed most of the important questions
confronting the State, but developments
since then call for some comment. It is
eratifying to find that the State is on the
up grade and that the Treasnrer is budget-
ing for a surplus of £34199, 1f the Finan-
cinl Agreement is ratified the Treasurer an-
ticipates saving another £350,000, making
a total surplus for the year of £384,199. I
do not wish to diseuss the Financial Agree-
ment at this stage. It will be brought
hefore Parliament later on and doubt-
less will receive serious consideration.
It iz admitted that the flourishing econ-
dition of the State is due to the
prosperity of the agrieultural industry.
This season we expeet a harvest of 35,000,-
N00 bushels, and so far there is every in-
dieation that the estimate will be realised.
In some districts the returns will not be so
high as were expected, but taking the State
as a whole I think we shall get the 35,000,-
000 bhushels. Tf that proves to be so, the
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State will continve to fourish and doubtless
the Treasurer will tully realise his £34,000
surplus.  We have been informed by the
newspapers—and the information may be
accepted as reliable—that very dry con-
ditions have been experienced in the Eastern
States. That being so, it will be Western
Australia’s opportunity to advertise its re-
sources in those Sfates. Tand and estate
agents are receiving numerons inguivies from
the Eastern States and the Minister for
f.ands has told us he is inundated with in-
quiries from people wishing to aequire land
here. Consequently the loss of the Bastern
States will be our gain, and we should
take full advantage of the opportunity to
show Eastern State farmers what we have to
offer in the way of land for wheat produe-
tion. While Western Anstralia is enjoyving
sueh prosperily, a great deal of money will
be lodeed in the banks. T am informed that
all the banking inslitutions mow operatng
in this State are administered from the
Baston States.  TUntil vecently we had the
Wiowtern Australian Bank, but that has been
amelramated wilk the Bank of New South
Wa'es. Soulh Amwstralia has its Bank of
Adelnide, and Vietoria has its Bank of Vie-
torin but Western Australia no Jonger has
any purely loeal hank. If application is
male to a Perth bank for aceommodation,
it hza to be referred to Melhourne and sone
time elansss before the applicant knows
whether it will he granted. With a good
seasom in Western Aunstralia and light har-
vest< it the Eastern States, the banks may
eall ap all the monev possible in Western
Austealin to finance Fastern States require-
ments.

Mr. (hiffiths: They are doing it already.

Mr. BROWN: Possibly they are.

Mr. Angelo: Do not forget that np to the
present they have been lending money to us.

Mr. BROWN:  Siill, that is the position.

Mr. Angelo: The aggregate advances made
hy the banks are considerably higher than
they were,

Me, BROWN: Owing to the hanks being
controlled from Melbourne, it is necessary to
obtnin approval from Melbourne before
money is advanced for the development of
our lands.

Mr. Angelo: In the past they had to find
the money in the East,

Mr. BROWN: And il is possible that,
owing to a good season here, we shall now
have to find the monev to help the Eastern
States.
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Mr. Angelo: That is true federation.

Hou. W. J. George: Our goldfields saved
Victoria in the nineties and kepi it going.

Mr. BROWN: If we have to assist the
Bastern States it will not be altogether ad-
vantageons to us. Many of our resources are
not yet fully developed, and all the money
available is required to assist them. 1 listened
attentively to the remarks of the member
for Toodyay (3r. Lindsay) regarding taxa-
tion. Something musl be radically wrong if
the Connnissioner of Taxation can put his
own interpretation on the Act and illegally
levy taxation on the primary producers, The
conrts have held that the Commissioner's
interpretation was wrong and have upset
his decision. That being so, it appeavs that
he has heen ilegally eolleeting large sums of
money for many years. If the people who
have paid that wmonev zeek rvefunds, the
Treas vy receipts from taxation next vear
nny be serionsly affected. Tf the Aet is
not what it should be, the Government ought
to iMroduce an amendment {o make elear
what is intended, We have been told that if
a man is condueting a large business, or
even o farm, if pays him &0 employ a quali-
fied accountant to prepare his taxation re-
turns. T understand that a business man who
employs such assistance saves ten times s
mu-h as the fee charzed him. The average
individual does not know how to make up
taxation returns and take advantage of the
various dednetions allowed. On one oecasion
T made up my own returns, but did not elaim
dedunetions, and T paid moch more than T
should have paid and rveceived no refund.
Many a taxpayer feels that he is being over-
charged, but he pays rather than take the
troulle to claim a refund. On the other
hand, it is quite possible that the Commis-
zipner of Taxation is not getting his Ffull
dues in every instance, It wonld be difficalt
except at con<iderable expense. to investi-
wate everybody’s affairs to ensure that he had
ineladed all his income. The statement of
the member for Toodvay that the Commis-
sioner of Taxation has not allowed sufficient
deduction for depreciation is serious, be-
eanse if it affects him, it must affect hundreds
of other farmers. T am pleased that the
resources of the State are being steadily
developed.  Wheat undoubledly will play
a most important part in the future pros-
perity of the State.  According to news-
paper reports, Western Australia will reap
a larger harvest than any other State
this season, and T have no doubt that
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in the eoma. of a few years that supremacy
will be permanently maintained. 1 take
it that South Australia is cultivating every
acre of wheat land within its assured
line of rainfall. Victoriz is so closely
settled that it has no more virgin land
available for wheat growing. New South
Wales possibly may bave land yet awaiting
development, but nothing like the area still
available here. Thevefore wheat will play
an important part in Western Australia’s
prosperity. As regards wool the State is
advancing by leaps and bounds. We have
several millions ol sheep, and as our agri-
cultural lands become settled and fenced
and the wild dogs are kept down every
farmer from Verth to Esperance will run
sheep. In fact, a farmer must have sheep.
otherwise he is unable to farm in a husband-
like manner. At present there are in the
State bundreds of farms in the making, and
these in a few years’' time will carry sheep.
Sheep those farmers must have; other-
wize it will be impossible for them to keep
weeds down, As to mining | am pleased
there is every indication of a large field at
Wiluna. If our hopes in that respect ma-
terialise, it will be a great thing for West-
ern Australia. I way point out ibat if
buildings and public works are reguired at
o mining town, the Governmenf{ must he
careful in spending money. History re-
peats itself, and mining must in time go
down everywhere. Expensive buildings and
works constructed in & mining eenire may
in eourse of time involve the State in large
losses. Timher cannot last for ever, though
our South-West is cxtremely fortunate in
possessing such huge forests. The demand
for timber is world-wide, and eventually
there must be a great seareity of that com-
madity. Unlike wheat, a erop of timber will
not grow in n year: young trees take a long
time to mature. Our railways, it s most
pleasing to know, are paving, and that fact
reflects great credit on the administration.
Western Australia has move miles of tail-
way per head of population than any other
Aunstralian State, or indeed any other coun-
try in the world. DMany of our lines open
up new country; and if the Commissioner
of Railways is able to make them pay after
they have been working for only a short
time, it is highly creditable to him and his
staff. For the sake of the development of
onr agrienltural lands, railwavs shonld he
construeted as quiely as possible.  The
amount set down on the Fstimates for addi-
tions to opened railwaye is anly £600. Many
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new works, I understand, ave provided out ¢
Loan funds; but a eertain amount of mone
must be expended on existing lines to me
the convenicnce and the nceds of the publi
Several railway stations should be huilt, an
various sheep yavds should be erected, an
a number of sidings should he fenced;
the Commissioner zays he has no mone
for those purposes. If ull the demands i
question are to be met out of the £500 o
the Estimates, there is no prospect of muel
needed conveniences being provided in ih
near future. Pingelly is one station tha
reguires altention. The railway revenu
there is increasing, and yet the acecotsinnd:
tion provided for the public is ernel. 7T
stand on the Pingelly platform and wait a
hour or two for a train in the carly mornin
ie an experience which wounld econvinee an
Minister that Pingelly needs a new stalio
promptly. 1 hope the Loan Estimates wil
make provision for such a work. Moreoves
stations are needed in various other part
of the State. Mueh has heen said ahont ou
Fugineer-in-Chief, Mr. Stileman, When
read lis report on the Fremantle harbou
extension and the new railway bridge,
could not but regard it as n masterly pro
duction, ¥ only regret that Western Aus
tralia did not posses: an Enmineer-in-Chie
of Mr, Stileiman’s calibre years agn, Ha
that bheen the case. many thousands o
pounds would have heen saved to the eonn
try. We are told that Mr. Stileman, dur
ing the short time he has been here, has sub
mitted reecommendations which have resulte
in the saving of thousands of pounds. Tha
being so, I must congratulate the Premie
on having engaged Mr. Stileman. The FEn
eineer-in-Chief has alreadv submitted vari
ous comprehensive schemes. Tt has hee
asked why Mr. Stileman inferfercs with on
railways, and what they have fo do witl
him, :

Mr. Angelo: He is in favour of th
Brookton-Armadale Jine.

Mr. BROWN: Apart from that peint
Mr, Stileman has laid down a thoronghl
comprehensive scheme of railway construe
tion. Not long ago I introduced a deputa
tinn to the Minister for Railways, then art
ing as Premier, and the Minister said or
that oecasion that it was a pity Woestery
Australin  had not had a romprehensive
railwav seheme laid down vears amo, as i
world have meant the saving of hundred:
of miles of line with no diminution o
transport facilities. The tailwavs fo fhe
narth of Perth, to my thinking, run in the
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right direction; but some of the lines south
of Perth, and -particularly those in the
Gireat Southern district, run in the wrong
direction. The goods earried over them
vither must be run to the goldtields, or
must conneet with the Great Southern line
and be run back many miles. A cow-
prehensive railway schewme eutered upon
years ago would have obviated great losses.
lt is cerfain that our railways now carry
vur products over many unnecessary miles.
The Edueation vote, I em glad to observe,
shows an inecrease of £15,128, In my elee-
torate there has recently been some trouble
regarding the closing of sehools. In an
agrieultural eentre one man may have a
Iarge family, which almost keeps the scliool
going. He leaves the disiriet, and then
only flve or six children are left at the
school. Thereupon it is closed, and the
remaining children are without educational
faeilities. I understand the department
consider they can earvy on the work of
teaching in such cases by eorrespondence.
It is stated that over a thousand ehildren
now receive instruetion in that way. I do
not think, however, that the correspond-
ence system ean be satisfactory, generally
spenking. Tt may be satisfactory if the
parents are in a position to assist in the
teaching, but if they lack either the ability
or the time for that the system can hardly
prove entirvely satisfactory. In some cases
it may be satisfactory without parental
assistance, but not in the majority of eases.
Little sehools built in the eountry should he
of a portable nature, and not of expensive
construction. They ought to be such strue-
tures as can be shifted. Sometimes a re-
moval of five miles would meet a diffieulty
by enabling a sufficient number of children
to attend the schonl. Members will beur
me out in saving that many a country
school that to-day is closed eost £500 or
mare to build, The strueiures are too sub-
stantial, and for that reason their removal
15 impracticable. [.arge, expensive brick
schools are not desirable in country dis-
rriets. The Agricultural Bank, we know,
has played an important part in Western
Australia’s development, as also, T admit,
iinve the Associnted Banks. The Agrienl-
tural Bank is a splendid institution to start
a man on the 1and, but when he has reached
a certain stace of progress that bank is not
the institution to carry him along. It is
then the Associated Banks step in, and fo
great advantage. Much hardship has been
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cacsed to Agricultural Bank and ndustries
Assistanee Board ¢lients by a certain line
of conduet. The Agricultural Bank is fre-
yuently blamed for foreclosing, but really
it has been too lenient and nas lent too
much money. LI a settler has a’ bad season
he must be carried on by the bank, and yet
anuther bad season means that he gets
deeper in the mire. In the end the Agri-
cuitural Bank has to give him so many
days’ or months' notice to reduee his
liabilty, failing which his farm will be sold
up. What I object to is that frequentiy
the original selector, the man who for
possibly many years did the hard work of
pioneering, has to leave the property, which
15 put up for sale by tender, large sums
having been written off by the bank for the
benelit of the next comer. If it can be
proved that a settler got into difficulties
throurh no fault of his own, but through,
say, a bad scason, then he should have the
uopportunity to carry on after the writing-
down of indebtcdness has been done. The
whole fanlt sometimes lies,in the poverty
of the land. Anuther cavse of disaster is
inexperience on the part of the secttlor.
However, even an experienced farmer may
Fail through not getting his super at the
right time of the year, or through the lack
of horses to enable him to put in his crop
at the proper seazorn. Thns he goes from
bad to worse. In many instanees the bank
says to such a man, “We can give yon no
more help; reduce your liability or get
out.” Tenders are then ealled for the farm,
and sometimes as much as £1,800 or €2,000
is offered by some person, who then goes on
the farm while the orizinal settler walks
out without a penny. The system favours
the man with a little eash in his poeket, and
therefore able to take over the liability.
On the original settler the system bears
harshly. At the same time we have on the
land men who will never make a sncecess of
farming, and the sooner they get off the
land the better. I am glad to know that
the Agricultural Department have a live
and energetic staff, who are doing splendid
work for the industry. The wool inspector
and several other inspectors are givine ex-
cellent advice to new settlers. I ragret
extremely that the sheep disease is still
with us, & disease which we have not baen
able to combat, not knowing its real nature.

Mr. Latham: Where is it?

Mr. BROWN: Tt is called the Beverley
disease, and is gradually spreading through
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the agricultural distriets. A farmer some-
times loses 30 per cent. of his lambs, or 70
or 80 big sheep; and obviously the result-
ing economic loss is tremendous. I remenn-
ber our present Minister for Lands once
suying that if a pathologist able to invesii-
gate the mysterious disease and discover n
vemedy for it could be secured, it would
not matter if the State paid him £5,000
i year—the money would be well spent.
If the pathologist has not the necessary
appliances in his laboratory, 1 hope the Min-
ister will render him assistance to overcome
that ditlieulty. I ean assure him that the
ceconomie loss to the State is very great in-
deed. M may be that he reguires further
assistants or cxperience in other States or
in other parts of the world. Should that
be so, the Minister should look ahead and
enable the officer to make the necessary in-
quiries. It will be money well spent. There
is another matter to which 1 desire to refer.
[ do not wish to cast any reflection upon
the Minister for Lands, becanse T feel sure
that he is doing the hest he ean, aceording
to his own ideas and principles, T agree
with him in his contention Lhat we should
give our own British people the work that
is obtainable, The position, however, nrises,
that we have a migration policy. T do not
know whether we are in econtrol of it or
whaetlier the Federal authorities are in con-
trol. The fact remains that many Italians
are coming to Western Australia. Some of
them are splendid men with the ave. They
go into the back country and take elearing
contracts. The man who gives the work to
them can rest assnred that it will be done.
Now, however, the Minister has issued a
deeree that, in order that onr own people
may obtain this class of work, Agrieultural
Bank clients are forbidden to engage any of
these foreigners. As a result, much work has
been held up. Often farmers have to send
down to the State TLabour Bureau or other
emplovment agencies and have to take men
who are without experience. Some of them
have never lived in tents, nor do thev possess
any tools. The farner has to provide them
with the necessary tools and food supplies
as well, and then put the men on the job.
Trrespective of what the men are paid, none
of the men of the type T deserihe ean make
the job wmav. As g result they leave the
work after a little while and the clearing i=
not done. The effect of this is to put a stop
to much development that should he going
on. Tf we do not want foreigners in this
State, we should not allow them to land.
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On the other hand, if we allow them to land,
should we deny them the right to live? LIf
the Minister earries out his polisy, 80 per
ceut. of the clearing work that should be
done by Agricultural Bank clients will not
be done, The farmers will not be in a posi-
tion fo get the work done. The clearers
will not be available, I have never engaged
one of these foreigners in my life. I have
always obtained the best resnlis from loral
men. Every time [ have had to get men
from a distance, the experience has been up-
satisfactory and work has been left undone.
That is the position that arises now. I have
heen told on the hest of authority that these
foreigners ave not undercutting the white
workers. | have information that the men
ask for the full rate of wages.

The Premier: T have direct evidente that
some of them have worked for their tucker
or 10s. a weel,

Mr. BROWN: Was that from the farmers
direet?

The Premier: Ves.

Hon, W, J. George: That practice is de-
cidedly wrong.

Mr. BROWN: | was speaking of mattors
as they relate to my own constituency and
T can say that Lhe Premier’s statement i~
wrong to that extent.

The Premier: There is no doubt about myv
information. T eaused investigations to be
carried out by an officer of the Criminal Tn-
vestigation Department.

Mr. Thomson: How many caszes were in-
vestigated ?

The Premier: There were 15. Tt was
asnertained that every one of the men had
started work for tueker, and afterwards had
rereived 10s. A week. Everyv case that was
investigated vesnlted in eclear proof heing
ohtained.

Mr. BROWN: That may have been from
the contractor, T know farmers who have
had to pay full wages for the clearing.

The Premier: The men T refer to were
working as farm labourers, not as elearers,

Mr. RROWN: T was talking abont
clearers.

The Minister for Mines: And the same
thing acenrs in conneetion with clearine.
One Ttalian takes the eontract nt full rates,
hnt he employs five cousins or friends for
practically nnthing, :

Mr. BROWN: T do not believe in that
sort of thing. Tt has heen stated that
farmers are gettine contraef elearing done
for nothineg and are making monex out of the
advances allowed hy the Agrienltural Rank.
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I do not think that statement 1s corvect,
nor wouid it be right for farmers to aet in
that way. Any person who has had experi-
ence knows what the position is. Lf we put
new chumns on to elearing work with the
axe, we know that they cannot carry out
the job. If capable Italians are willing to
iake the work, there is no bother about it.
If tarmers are to he debarred from em-
ploving them, many will be in difficulties.
1 know one man who conlid uot get his elear-
ing done this year. Many of these foreigners
are good workers, but some of them are mot
of that type. They eannot go into the backs
country and put up with the hardships.
They have not any tools with which to carry
on the job.

Mr. Chesson: You do not snggest that
they want many tools for that work.

Mr. BROWN : But the farmer has to pro-
vide food, valued at from £10 to £20, to
enable these men to work on the job, Yet,
after he goes out there in the course of a
week or two, he finds the men have cleared
out and none of the work has heen done.
I am sorry to wmention it, hut that has
oceurred with white workers us well, 1 have
no time for foreigners and we should un-
doubtedly give work that is available to our
own British sobjects. At the same time we
mnst recognise that we have admitted the
foreigners to our shores. Ts there no law
by which we ean prevent them from coming
tn Western Australia?

The Minister for Mines: We cannat do so
under anv State law,

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt is a Federal matter.

Flon. W. J. George: Some of these people
cannot speak a word of English,

The Minister for Mines: The Tederal
nuthorities ean snhmit them to the eduecation
test.

Hon. G. Taylor: Any language will do.

Mr. BROWN: We know what the posi-
tion i8 in America. Tn the early days they
imported negroes from Afriea but later on
many lives were lost before the nigger slaves
were freed. To-day those negroes have
multiplied until there are millions of them
in Amerieca. Yet the American people do
not deny them the right to work. Theyv are
natives of the Tinited States.

The Minister for Lands: They are nal
ural horn eitizens of the United Sintes.

Mr. BROWN: The trouble in Amerien
is that the popnlation has inereased to about
110,000,000, and the anthorities there can
«ea that, at the rate of natural inérense,
Ameriea will snom he overpopnlated, =n that
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there will not be room for the white raeces.
As a result America has restrieted migration,
and people from Central Eurepe are not
allowed admittance. We have open spaces in
Australia that have to be settled and Aus-
tralia is practically the only country to which
these migrants can come. They are not
black; they are white. 1t is possible that
they wili make just as good settlers as the
British. They are steady people and splen-
did workers. '

The P'remier: Splendid workers and very
cheap. That is the advantage.

Mr. BROWN: 1 do not know about that.
Many of them bave heen employed on the
mines. Have they not done good work there?

Mr. Latham: ! have never heard it saiti
that the Central Europeans secured work on
the mines because theirs was cheap labour.

Mrc. Panton: No. There is an active union
on the goldficlds to control employwent.

The Premier: There is a lot the hon. mem-
ber does not know regarding the method of
cmployment on the mines.

Mr. Latham: That may he so.

Me. BROWN: The position is peculiar,
becanre wany of the ltalians are of a splen-
did type. 1 know that there are some un-
devirable foreigners who come here. We
musl remember that the desirable type of
lalian fought against our common foe in
the (reat War. They fought for onmr lib-
erty.

The Premier: The hon. member should
remember that thev are not all [ialians that
come here. There are all kinds of people,
Greeks and a fine mixture too.

Mr. Heron: And not all the ltalians are
#ood men, either,

The Premier: There are some Greeks who
open fish shops and we could do well with-
out them.

Mr. BROWN : T know the people who are
referredl to will not do the hard worlk, bhut
there are others who go into the bunsh and
put up with all the hardships that eonfront
them there. The Hindoos, T belicve, will not
do anything but hawking. The Greeks start
fish shops, hnt the Ttalians T refer to go
into the hush and help to develop our State.
My helief is that if they are not desirable,
we should enter an emphatie protest against
any of these forcigners coming here in the
future.

The Premier: I have written half a dozen
letters to the Federal Government along
those lines.

Mr. BROWN : With no resnlt?

The Premier: No.



11404

Hon. 'W. J. George: Who
Chinese from coming here?

The I'remier: 1 deo not.

Hon. W. J. George: Somcone does.

Tie Premier: The langnage test that is
applied by the Federal authoritics was aimed
at Asiatics only, not at Furopeans.

Mr. BROWN: As a matter of fact, there
are Chinamen coming in, se that they are
not being stopped. I am in fuvour of a
White Australin, I would be sorry to see
our lands ovcupied by Asiaties. We should
see that our own white people are catered
for. lIn conelusion 1 am pleased to note that
our finances are in such a flourishing condi-
tion and 1 hope that will continue. 1f we
have such bountiful seasons as we have ha
during the last four or live years, theve is
hound to be a great future before Western
Australia. 1 will deal with other matters 10
which T desire to refer when we come to
the items. When the lLoan Estimates are
before uws T will diseuss the question
of new railways that have been proposed
becauze I am particularly keen on & line

stops  the

heing constrncted to Kalgarin as soon as

prossible. T alvo wish to pay a tribute to the
comprehensive secheme that was compiled by
our Engineer-in-Chief {Mr. Stileman), for
I believe it will be of benefit to the whole of
Western Austraiin, .

HON. W. J, GEORGE (Murray-Welling-
ton} [512]: The hon. member who has just
resumed hig seat has delivered a lecture Lo
us regarding [talians. I mevely wish to say
that during my long conncetion with the
South-West, and with the timber trade as
well, 1T came across some very fine ltalian
workers. I have never employed any my-
self.  On the other hand T found that mauy
of them eould not speak a word of English.
That has been the cause of any amount ol
trouble in the past. 1 certainly think that
while quite a number of the nations in
Southern urope provide good workers, men
who c¢an be relied upon to work hard and
who may be rezarded as desirahle. Still we
should see that those who come fo Australia.
and mare particularly to Western Australia,
are able to make themselves understood and
to understand the FEnglish language. The
Premier is to be congratulated apon the
ingenious way in which he dealt with the
finanees during his Budget speech. That
(uestion has been dealt with by my leader in
part, and I believe other members of the
Opposition will deal with the matter still
further. I shall not do more than speak
senerally in conneetion with the Fstimates.

[ASSEMBLY.]

1 wish to draw the atfention of the Govern-
ment and of the House to the Lact that the
great Soulh-West is now slowly coming to
be appreciated, not only by tbe people oi

- this State, but by those living on the eastern

side of the continent. We have some of Lhe
finest land that is to be found in Australia.
I do not know of any that is better. 1 cun
give instances of fne land in Vietoria and
New South Wales—1 do not know much
about Queensland—bul we can  produce
evidence here to show that we have
land that is equal to the best to he found
in any other State of Auwstralia. The
troable we have in the South-West is that
there 315 tuo much water. L[ we could
gel rid of some of it, it would rvelease
an immense area of land that could be
settled and would allow for closer settle-
ment. At present it is not available, be-
cause of the need of drainage. I was gla.d
to learn some time ago that the survey of
the South-West as far as Bunbury, which
I as Minister for Waorks started, is now
practically completed and, 1 believe, under
the consideration of the Government. [
can assure them that if there is any assist-
anece that, from my experience of the South-
West T ean render thew or their engineers,
I shall be only too giad to give it. TIf the
Government would provide even less thau
half the money that has been spent on
group settlement, and take in hand the
drainage in the area I have referred lo,
they could settle over 10,000 families, each
with more than n fair chance of making
good by growing potatees, oats and other
commodities that we require. Various (fov-
ernments have put in hand small drainage
schemes in accordance with the funds avail-
able. Those schemes, it might be said, have
heert puf in in penny numbers, and T have
known instances of water heing taken off
one man’s land and deposited on another
man's land lower down. That was becanse
there was not sufficient eash available for
a biz scheme. However, we have reached
the time when it is up to the Government
to see what they ean do abont a scheme on
a much larger seale. Coming to the ques-
tion of main roads, it is easy to eriticise the
methods of those carrying on the work.
However, it is early vet, and their task is
so big that T think it much better to do
what we can to encourage them. But T
wish to draw the attention of the Minister
to one or two phases of the work. A few
months ago there was a eontroversy because
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the Minister started some Yederal aid
ronds on the day labour system, and gave
reasons why that was preferable. I think
he rather emphasised the point thal he was
Justitied in putting this work in hand by
day labour instead of by contract. Sub-
section 4 of Section Y of the schedule of the
Federal Aid Roads Aets reads as follows:—

The method of cxceutivn shall be Ly con-
triet, except that whery the Minister of the
State considers that fenders reecived for the
execcution of the work are unsntisfactory or
that c¢xegution by day labour would be more
ceonomical and/or expeditious and so informs
the Minister the Minster may if he is satis-
ficd that action has been taken by the State to
ensure that the work will be earried out ae-
carding to approved methods of construction
in which modern plant is utilised to the fullest
extent approve of the execution of the work
in whole or in part by day Inbour.

That lays down wunmistakeably Llit the
Federnl QGovernment require the work to he
done by eontraet, but that if' in exceptional
vircumstanees the State Minister is of
opinion that the eontract system would not
be suitable, he ean put his case to the Ked-
eral Minister and, if the Pederal Minister
agrees, the work shall he carried out by
dey labour. But the State Minister cannot
do that until he has first got the permission
of the Federal Minister. Tt is just as well
that that should be known. There arc one
or two other things respecting main roads
that T wish to bring under the Minister's
notice. [ can show him where injustice is
heing done. The Main Roads Board elaim
the right to go upon any man’s land and,
without compensation, take therefrom any
material snitable for road making. They
can fell trees and cut through his fenees iu
order to reach the material they want.
They may have to go through cultivated
land, and nay not only cause damage to his
farming operations, bnt may leave his
fences open and so permit his stock to
escape. In some instances in the South-
West they have taken a certain portion of
the land from the owner, and they claim
that they have power to do that withovr
compensation. Yf the land were in the
native bush and unecleared, there would not
he much damage dooe; but many of the
roads they are making, go through farms
that have been settled for many years and
on which money has been expended for
clearing and cultivating and fencing. That
land, through years of work. has hecome
arcatly enriched and of improved value.
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It does not seem fair to take away from a
mau pary of his frontage on a road without
paying Lim compensation for the lakour he
hus pui inte the improving of his property.
There should be some means by which ha
could be compensated, not largely, but at
ieast fairly, for what has been taken from
nim. It may be argued that the making of
a good rvad is of advaniage to him; bug it
wust be remembered that the benetit he
gats from the road is comparatively small.,
The benefit of tbe road as a whole is to the
general population, and it should be tor
the general population to make good any
damage done to a man’s property by the
operations of the bhoard. As to the taking
of maferial, I know of one case that is now
onder consideration. The board went
through o man's land and took from him
bis gravel. It was not nerely for the road
in front of his place, but to be used on
miles of road along the frontages of other
men’s places. When & man buys Tand he
has to take the good and the bad, and if
there be any value in the timber oy the
gravel on that land, surely it should be to
the advantage of the man himself, to enable
him to recoup some of the inevitable losses
he made in the early pioneering stage. That
is-a point the Minister might well eonsider
with a view to deeing whether something
esainol be doue Lo rectify the injustice.
[{ere is another aspect, one in which the
local road beoards suffer. If the State is
deing the work by day Iabour, and the men
have to go over the side roads to get their
eravel or stone from the hills, the State
holds itself responsible for leaving those
voads in good condition. But if the work
is let ont by contract, the State contends
that it is not responsible in any shape or
form for the damage done to the side roads.
Along the Bunbury road are side roads
that have been very severely damaged by
inotor lorries bringing down material for
the main road. To my mind, whoever
eanses the demage should be made pay
for it.

Hon. G. Taylor: Shonld put the road in
order again,

Hon. W, 1. GEORGE: That is so. Tf the
Main Roads Board when doing the work by
day labour ean put the side road right
again, T cannot see any logie in the eonten-
tion that if they let ont the work by con-
tract, the responsibility for damage is
not  theirs. Tt has been said that if
one of the eonditions of the contract pre-
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scribed that the side roads must be put
right by the people damaging them,
the econtraet price would be higher.
However, in my view the respounsibility
is on the Main Roads Board to see that the
lamaged voads are restored, whoever may
have to do it. As for the local voad hoards,
their funds are searcely adequate for them
to attend to the by-roads they have to look
after, indced, are not sufficient to do mora
than efiect temporary repairs. Tt will be
admitted that to throw this extra burden on
lhe road hoards of pulting the side roads in
order iy a.together too much. Whether the
work is done by day labour or by contract,
lhe responsibility in my opinion still rests
an the Government. [ bave not seen the
form of tender or the eonditions under whieh
tenders are ealled for the work, but | was
in the South-West yesterday when I met a
number of rmall contractors, men who farm
and are accustomed to roml work, having
quite effeetive road plants, Tad they not
done that work in the early davs they eounld
not have ecarried on.  From the conversa-
tions I had with several practical wen down
theie, it seems o me the conditions will have
the cffest of pntting up the price for the
work mueh hicher than it shouldt be: for
the contractors are hedged about with this
anmd that responsihility, and so they have o
make provision against it. If those condi-
linns are so stringent, 1 think it will be
found that, instead of the work being done
by eontract, it will he done under the method
the Minister seems to favour. namely, day
tabout.

The Twvemier: The conditions are laid
down by the Commonwenalth people,

Hon. W. ). GREORGE: Yes, [ am not
complaining either of the State Government
or of the Main Roads Board. 1 am pleased
to understand that the Goldfields water sup-
ply seheme is entering inte a wider phase
of pelivity, and is being used for the sapply
of water to people in the country. I rejoiee
ta find that as the eonsamption from the
woldfields is diminishing, as it is bound to
do until new mines are found, which I hope
will be the ease, the agricultural areas are
taking the water, and the Government are
doing their best to give it to them at a price
thev ean afford to pay. So far as fonds
permitted, the Mitehell Government did
their best in that direction. At times we
may have heen considered to be pretty hard,
but I dare say this Government may have
<imilar charges laid against them from time
to time. I enngratulate them upon the fact
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that they bhave taken the view that, where it
is possible to supply water to agriculturists,
fhey have done so at as reasonable a price
as possible. I was sorry to have been away
the other evening when the matter of the
metrgpolitan waler supply was diseussed in
the House. 1 do nol propose to say much
about it mow. Jt would be useless to do sv
wunless [ had the papers and the files here to
refer to, and from whence to quote instances,
In Auvgust, 1920, the Mitehell Government
were prepaved to put their bends to the big
schewe that is now being carvied out. The
plans were thoroughly examined by the En-
zineerin-Chtet and the other engineers,
Some people make out that the Engineer-in-
Chief did not see the plans, That is wrong.
The enly plans he did not sec were those of
the unforlunate hlter beds. 1 sent the other
plans 1o him myself. My notes on the file
will show that. He sent the plans back and
wive estintates, but his reply did not satisfy
me.  There 1s a minute on the file much to
thix effect. *“This is no good to me.” We
wanted lo know whether the estimates and
plans were right, so thal we might procecd
with the scheme, [ had understood that the
filter hed plans were seen by the then En-
wincer-in-Chief, Mr. Thompson, hut he says
he dil not have them, and T take it that thal
is s0. In these days we had no money. |
applied to the Treasurer for the cash, but
he conld not give me anv, 1 was, therefore,
unahle {0 get on with the work, and ns &
result have heen abused for not careying it
ouf, CGod knows. T had enough of il.

Hon. G. Taxylor: You had plenty of it.

Fon. Sir James Mitehtell: You gave the

people hetter water than they are wetting
now,
MHon, W. J. GEORGE: [ wish we could

have wol to the hottom of the newspaper
eriticisin, hat that was impossible, beeause
we dn not know who was pulling the wires.
In some respeets Providenee has heen good
to me, and when I know that I am doing
y job [ am able to stand up to it. T have
daone su in other parts of the world. I have
always endeavoured to do my job. If the
then Premier had given me the money we
would have carried ont this imnortant work,
but he wag unable to do so. The Leader of
the Opposition, when Premier, made this
clear at North Pevth, Trouble was made by
someane because he had ambitions which he
thought might be fulfilled. Then we gave
the people water from the bores. Had it
not been for the Oshorne Park bore, Perth
would bave been short of water The people
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would have been unable to get any ore
than a greatly veduced supply. In the
archives of the department will be found not
one but a dozen analyses made by reputable
men concerning the water from the hores.
A certain amount of diseolouration eame
through with the water. There always will
be discolouration in water whether it comes
Irom hores or from a hills supply, until
proper devices are provided for purifying
purposes. In the big ecities of lngland
buge filter beds have heen built. Kvery
drop of water that goes to the people passes
through these beds. The peds ave used in
rotation, and the water is liltered through
so that it is cleared of all matter. In Bir-
wingham, where 1 had my husiness training
and served my apprenticeship, an immense
area was covered by filter beds. There were
three ecompartments each covering so many
acres. One was used in one week, another
was left idle, and the third was being
cleaned. When T was there waler was
brought from the Welsh hills.  This was
supposed fo he the purest supply in Great
Britain. The water now comes from Lake
Windermere, Birminghamwas thennot a very
large city. When 1 lived in it some 30 yea!s
ago it had a population of only one million.
To-day it contains two or three million peo-
ple, so that a tremendous population has to
be served with water, The authorities there
know their business. I tell the Government,
and others who eave to listen, that until it is
possible for us to put down filter beds to
filter our water, it will never be free from
the deposits that come from the pipes. While
I was Minister for Works we had oecasion
fo pull up 12in. pipes in Barrack-street.
These were laid when I was building the fivst
schere in 1820-91. The pipes were coated with
Dr. Angus Smith’s composition and aftoer
all those years they were found to he as
clean as my hand. In a country like West-
ern Australia, with all its changes of climate,
and its great heat in the summer, the surface
of the ground from which the water is
drawn becomes very friahle, Material then
comes through the pipes in solntion. One has
only to visit the big Mundaring reserveir
and take a hoat to find this stuff in sus-
pension in the water in big volumes. The
same thing applies to the Vietoria reservoir.
The first time we cleaned ont the reservoir in
King's Park, we spread the sediment on the
grass in the park. When it dried it took the
form of hard elay and was from lbin. to
#in. thiek. A ecertain amount of rust may
areur in pipes, but it i3 well known amongst
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engineers that.the cast iron pipe is the very
best sort of pipe to resist rust. With steel
pipes it is found that the meta]l comes off in
Hakes. If the pipes are treated with Dry
Smith’s preparation it makes them praectic-
ally rust proof. The solution that I have
referred to is drawn into the mains, and so
long as the water is flowing it is carried
through the pipes. If the water is stopped
at any time, through a breakage in
the pipes, or some other cause, the
sediment is deposited. In the old days
there were in our reticulation serviee in Perth
quite a number of dead ends. It was part of
my business as Minister for Works to con-
neet up those ends, and I gave instructions
to that effeet. The result of linking up those
ends was an immediate improvement in the
condition of the water. In the department to-
day there are still in use I believe the
serapers that I designed to be passed through
the big mains, so that with the pressure from
the Vietoria reservoir the pipes should be
kept clean. We used to call these appliances
torpedoes. I made this apparatus regularly
at the Swan Foundry for the use of the
Perth waterworks, and T believe it iz being
used to-day. Engineering science has pro-
gressed during the last 60 years, but the
main prineciples have not changed, and never
will change, becanse they are immutable. T
was sorry that the Minister for Works, in his
remarks the other day, did not stand up to
the bigness of his position. He is & good
man and possesses many good points. T
know he is prejudiced in some direetions, bnt
he is a very zood administrator in most re-
spects. He complained abhout the water sup-
ply of the house in which he lived. He did
nol own the house—J believe it was the pro-
perty of his mother-in-law—and that is one
reason perhaps why he did not have a vote
for the Legislative Couneil. I am sorry the
Minister does not rise to the oeeasion. He
holds a big position. When I held it I did
my hest to fill it, and T hone he will fill it
better than T did. T will tell members what
avose in conneetion with the Minister’s house.
I onderstand that the water was sapplied
to the establishment by means of a connee-
tion with a Jin. main off the street. When
this was originally tapped a 3jin. pipe was
conneeted with it. A l4in. pipe was then
put in te join up with this 3{in, pipe. Then
came another eenius who connected o 34in.
pipe to the 14in. pipe. He eonnected this
with the cottage in which the Minister lived.
The job was very well done. Eight 34in.
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taps were then put on to the 34in. pipe. Was
it any wonder that the water service was not
a good one? The files will show what we
did. We put a 6in. main along the other
street and tapped the supply from there.
The strange thing was that we still had com-
plaints. I sent a special officer down to see
the lady in charge of the house. She said
<he knew nothing about any bother, and that
everyone was safisfied with the supply. It
was all very well for the Minister to say that
he could not get a bath. It is also very well
tor him to say he eannot get o vote for the
Legislative Cougeil. Any man with deter-
mination ean get anything he wants. If it
had been unyone else but the Minister, T
would have thought he was joking, but he
cannot joke. If | had thought he was jok-
ing, T would have necepted it as 2
Joke. I hope that will he the jast
word I shall lave o say on the matter.
So far as the big secheme is conecerned, I have
no doubt Perth will be perfectly satisfied
with it. It has heen well thought out, and
the department has been -considering it for
many years. I will not weary the House by
telling members the various engineers who
have been assoeinted with it.  The
scheme was thoroughly investigated and
in Mr. Ritehie, of Melhourne, we had
one of the best engineers we could
get from the other States. He way
here for three weeks and went thoroughly into
the watter. He was a well paid man and
knew his job, Te suggested various altera-
tions, some of which were adopted while some
were not, When thev were adopted the plans
and the reasons for adopting them were sent
to him. At that time the Engineer-in-Chief,
fMr. Thomson) was in the other States,
and he had instruetious to eonsult Mr. Ritchie
ahont the matter. Tf people sugeest that the
Mitehell Government did not do their best in
vegard to the scheme, thev do not know
what they are talking nbont. Even if they
differ from a man in politics they should re-
speet him for his work, and for the sincerity
with which he is trving to do what should
be done. The question of group settlement
is & very biz one. T have no doubt the Min-
ister for Tands will grapple it and do his
hest, if there is any blame to be appor
tioned, to apportion it fairlv., I have done a
great deal of work in trying to assist in
nutting things straight. T am proud to say I
have been able to putl quite a lot of things
straight, merety by secing the ofMeers of the
group settleent department amil presenting
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o them views that they could not get
through the men they have in the field.
Out of something like 200 cases, only
in one instanee did the department stick
to its views, and in that case it was right, 1
had the pleasare of telling the man concerued
that he had lied to me, and that he deserved
all be got. 1 had a heart to heart talk with
the Minister, and told him that any help 1
could give would be freely given. Any man
who refuses to help in a case of that kind,
merely because there is a different party in
office, is not worthy of being in Parliament
or in the State, The group seltlement scheme
represented o big idea. In earrying cut this
higr iden, and this new idena as it was, pushed
a8 we wore by the British Government, we
had to indulge in some haste. We bhad to
pick up men, and to get hold of men who
were capable of tnekling the work and deal-
ing with i, 1t i not possible at a moment’s
notice ta find perhaps 80 or 100 men fit to
tnke up a posilion as foreman and to lead
and guide others. T remember in 1888 when
the big railway eonstruction policy was
started in Vietoria, Contracts were let here,
there and everywhere, and it heeame neccs-
sary to find experts to handle the work.
Those men could not be found, and natur-
ally there was a lot of trouble with the con-
tractors. T conld tell the House a good deal
ahout it. They hnd the same trouble over
there that we have sinee experienced over
here. T do not say that all group settlers
are not a good class of men, but there are
many good men amongst them. At the same
time, those men require guiding, watehine
and schonling. Some received nssistance of
that nature, but they did not get enough,
and there have been cases where some of the
higher officials, heeanse of the pressure of
work, satisfled themselves by attending to
the most important matters and allowing
smaller grievances to grow up. I told the
Minister what I thought was ene of the
faults of the group settlement husiness, and
that was that the scheme had got to the file
stage, and that the man who should be ont
in the field was confined to an office dealing
with files which I am sure the Premier and
other Ministers hate as much as I hated them
when I was a Minister. However, I helieve
the Minister is doing his best, and is wielding
a strong hand, More power to him, especi-
ally if he snceeeds in putting things right!
T helieve they will come right. We have to
move; we must get poymlation, and even it
we do lose half a million or a million it wil}
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matter not tuppence; we shall have settled: .
nuwmber of people and made themn good West
Australians. That is what we are trying fo
do, and what we must succeed in doing. The
Minister has appointed a board of comperent
men. Mr, Hewby we know to be a first-elass
business man. No better man than Mr. . H.
Rose conld have been chosen. He kuows his
job, and he works. The third man I do not
know, but 1 understand he is nearly as good,
if not as good a man as Mr. Rosc.

The Minister for Lands: He is a worker,

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: That is all we
want. There must not be recrimination about
the wistakes of the past. Ministers of to-day
have to deal with the problem, and it is
more important to the State that we should
put the whole affair on a proper footing than
to attempt to gain some glory by exposing
somenne as a fool, or something of that sort.
I am sure the Minister is trying to do his
best, and if T can help him I shall certainiy
do so without seeking publicity. I never
rush to a newspaper when a matter has to be
put right; 1 go to the Minister in the hope
of getting the subject adjosted. Many refer-
ences have been made to railway construe-
tion. 1 am pleased to find that the Govern-
ment are satisfied that Western Anstralia
must have more railways in order to open up
the country and make it available for settle-
ment. The only railway the construction of
which I desire to urge is that in which the
member for Avon (Mr. Griffiths) is inter-
ested—it will go to Yorkrakine. The Mit-
ebell Qovernment were responsible for the
survey of that line, and I should have heen
pleased to authorise its eonstruction. At this
stage, however, T would prefer to see the
Trans-Australian railway come right down
to Merredin, branch off there and proceed
through Yorkrakine to the Helena Valley
and join up with our svstem at Midland
Junction. If at any time the Tvans railway
should iake the place of the goldfields line,
what T surgest would be of great advantage
to the State, and would mean a preat deal
in the saving of transhipment. T remember
the trouble that existed many vears ngo in
the 0ld Countrv, when railways were first
huit. There were two eanaes, one of 7ft..
heloneing te the Great Western Railway, and
the other of 4ft. 814in , which was the zanze
of the other companies. When the traffic
hegan to develop the Grrat Western Com-
pany fornnd that thev could not earry on
their business without frequent chanees from
the broad to the narrower gange. nnless they
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put down a third rail. This they did, but
afterwards they abandoned the 7{f. gauge
snd scrapped their plant and resorted
to the 4ft. S8l4in. gauge. To-day the
engineers arc wondering whether it
would not have been wiser to have kept
the 7fi. gauge and allowed the other
companies to join in. If we could get the
Trans. railway to follow the route I have
indiented, and the present 3ft. 6in. goldfields
line to remnin, a mere glance at the map will
show the advantage, as there nre so many
Jjunctions, and the same trucks eould go down
straight to the port. If, however, the present
main line is discarded, and the 4ft. 8%in,
line is built, then at each junetion tranship-
ment mnst take place and it will be a very
costly work. A numher of schemes have
heen suggested for overcoming the dilfieulty
of the changes, but not a single one has
proved practical. There were many ingen-
ions ideas put forward, but because of the
knocking about the rolling stock would be
subjected to in running, it was considered
that it would render unsafe the contraptions
that would have to be used. T should like
to see the Yorkrakine line built, It is six
or seven years since I was there—T was
never there before that period—and I re-
joiced to see the way the settlers were work-
ing. They were experiencing great difli-
eulty in getting their material from the rail-
way, and carting their produce back to the
line. But those people were working with
stout hearts, The distriet is one of the most
fortile T Lhave ever Scen in any part of the
world, and the people there are deserving of
railwvay eommunication. T repeat, however,
that T would prefer to see the Trans. line
go through that eountry. If that is not pos-
sible, T hope the Government will authorize
the building of a line on the narrow gange.
Nue can hardly eriticise the working railways
to-day becanse they have such a Tot of 4iffi-
culties to contend with. There is, however, n
matter on which T wich to say a few words,
and that is the position of the Perth railway
station. There has heen some controversy
in the newspapers about removing the sto-
tion, and suggestions have heen fortheomin:s
as to what should he done. There is no
doubt the time has arrived when the pro-
blem should be grappled and dealt with. T
consider that the present slation has served
its purpose, and served it well, but we eannnt
close our cyes {n the fact that it is retardinz
the progress of the eity. The goods ynrds
should eertainly he removed from thenr
present position. A number of schemes
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have been suggested snd there is one whicl
the late Sir Winthrop Hackett favoured
strongly and which, of course, his newspaper
supported. That was to take away the goods
yards and to build a viaduet beginning just
beyond the West Perth station and earrying
it through the city to the other side of East
Perth. Having that in view, [ was respon-
sible for the building of the two existing
bridges over Willinm-street and Beaufort-
street on a design that could be worked inlo
the vinduet scheme. The second storey of
the existing railway station would then have
provided the station offices required to deal
with the traffie.

Mr. Thomson: You would still eavry the
passenger traffic underneath those hridges.

Hon, W. J. GEORGI:: No, it would he
carried over the viaduet, which wonld begin
and end at places that were indieated on
plans that were then prepared. Objections
were raised to the shifting of the goods vards
and- the prineipal ground was that such re-
moval would add so much to the distance
that merchants had to haul their goods and
produce. Wihatever hasis that objeetion had
at that time, it does not exist to-day. The
distances still remain, but the weans of over
coming them are much better. With the
motor lorries that we have now we know it
is possible to convey goods Erom Fremantle
to Perth without diMenlty, and an extra half
mile or so that might be invelved as the
result of the removal of the goods yards will
not now count and need not he considered,
I hope that the Governmnent, during their
term of office, will find opportunities to go
thoroughly into the sclieme and at any rate
make a start with it and <o enable their
suceessors fo earry it ou. We started a nuu-
ber of things in our time, and the present
Governmnent have earried them on, T am
sorvy the Minister for Works is not here
because 1 desired to draw his attention to the
matter of the regulations affecting the taxi
cars and charahanes along the Perth-Fre-
mantle route. T do not know that he is
particularly responsible for the regulations.
but as he is the Minisfer in eontrol, he must
take all the abuse and knocks, just as T did
when I was Minister for Works. There is nn
doubt that the cars have taken traffic from
the railways. At the same time they have
afforded a great convenience to the people.
The ears take people almost from their donrs
and land them at their business premises 1n
Perth or Fremantle, and unless they were
supplying a need, it is patent they could not
have been suecessfnl. What T wish to imn-
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press oh the Minisier is the £ael that he 1s
dealing not merely with the taxi people,
but he is dealing with tens of thousands of
ratepayers who live outside the boundaries
of the city and whose convenience has been
served by the cars.  Therefore, cvery ob-
stacle or restriction that he puts in the way
of the smooth operation of those vehieles,

is not so much injuring the owners
as he is inconvenicncing the peaple

whom we represent, and who have a rightl
to he considered. T am not going into de-
tails abont the rontes, hut T merely wish to
say that, my ear having broken down the
other dav, I eame to the city by taxi aund
was not able to pick up one at the corner
of the road in which T live; T had to proceerd
50 vards along the rond where the taxi waited
for me. That seems to me to be absurd and
it is not serving any good purpuse. We
know that this has been done in the interesls
of the tram that runs along that road. but
surely the people bave the right to please
themselves as to whether they use the tram
or the taxis. The regulation which provides
that a taxi shall not pick up passengers at n
vertain spot is not caleulated to improve a
man’s temper if he has to travel that dis-
tance hefore he can board a taxi. We have
to remember that the railways nre in the same
stage to-day that they have always been in.
1f the taxis and charabanes are convenienc-
ing and helping the people surely to good-
ness the question of their affecting the rail-
ways does not come into the picture at all!
T eommend that suggestion to the Minister
in all friendliness. Let me tell members a
little storv. Very soon after the taxis began
to run T was riding in one of them, and a
lady got in at Cottesloe bound for Perth.
She suid, “These taxis are fine things. I
live only two minutes’ walk from the road
hut a mile from the rnilway station. I take
a taxi and am landed in Perth only a min-
ute’s walk from Foy and Gibson's, and then
I am set down again at Colteslee within two
minutes’ walk of my home.” Why shonld
not the routes be designed to mive conveni-
ence to the greatest number of peoplet I
do not know whether or not the taxi men .
are unionists, but certainly the great bulk
of their custemers are unionists. We must
remember that those people are being in-
convenienced and that we have no right to
inconvenience them, Whatever we can do
to make the thing convenient for the people
at large, it is our duty to do. I trust the
Government will fake that view of it. [
sincerely hope that hardy annual, redistri-



[20 OcroBer, 1927.]

bulion of seats, will be considered this ses-
sion. 1 almost implore the Government to
get on with it, for I should like to bave a
hend in dealing with the seheme when ii
comes along. Although 1 have made up my
mind to last as many more years as pos-
sible, and have even bought 2 new lot of hats,
cuch calenlated to last me for six years, Siill
1 should like to be sure of having a hand
in framing the redistribution of seats, I do
not think it neeessary that I, nor anyhody
else in fnet, should repeat all the arguments
in favour of vedistribution. Kvervbody
knows that it is required. The only ques-
tion i9 as to the best way of doing it. If
the Government would put their back inte
this thing and give us some sort of a scheme,
we on this side would do our hest io help
them.

The Minister for Mines: Tet us first have
a little modification of the franchise for an-
other place.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: Those in another
plaee would regard themselves as fortunate
if they could have somebody of the hon.
member’s experience to advise them.

The Minister for Mines: Let ns give the
vote to 200,000 or more who have no
say in the Couneil at present.

Hon. W. J. GEORGLE: 1 do not want to
repeal the arguments on that proposition,
they are so stale. There have been in the
newspapers guite a number of little leetur-
ettes cmansting from a genlleman of re-
sponsibility who has been travelling through
different parts of the world. He tells ns all
abont our loan poliey and says he regards
us as borrowing too much money. T neither
know nor eare what the other States are
doing in that reeard, but if their horrow-
ings have been rondueted on the same eare-
fu! svstem as has marked our horrowings.
and if the monev they have horrowed has
been expended after the same eareful in-
vestigation that we eive to sueh transactions,
T have not the slightest opposition to their
borrowing still further. T have sueh faith
in this, onr own, State that T am sure it
ean earry any cbligation our statesmen max
undertake, What we cannot earry and do
not want to carrv, but would prefer to see
put out of the eountrv, are those confirmed
pessimists that are alwavs erving “stinking
fish”! We have in Western Anstralia one
of the finest parts of the world. T£ any man
comine here keeps straicht, he eannot fail
to suceeed. Where many of the newcomers
drop down is that in seeking soeial acquaint-
ances they frequment hotel bars, with the ve-
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sult that presently they think more of drink-
ing than of working, But the man who has
his heart in the right place, who will work
and who believes in the country and the
peeple in the eountry, the man broad enough
to regard leniently mistakes that may have
heen made in the past—to a man of that
stamp Western Australia is a country good-
enough to live in, good enough to fight for
and good enough to die for if necessary.

MR. THOMSON (XKatanning) [6.6] : Like
other mewhers, T wish to congratulate the
State upon having arrived at so healthy a
condition of aflairs. On going through the
Estimales snbmitted by the Treasurer, one
cannot but be impressed by the inerensed
revenue the Treasurer expects to receive.
What with land tax, income tax, dividend
tax, totalicator tax, entertainments tax,
stamp duty, probate duty, licenses, land and
timber, mining and the rest, he expects an
increased revenue of €174.733. And the in-
terest we are to reeeive on the transferred
propertiecs—which is veally part and pareel
of the Financial Agreement --shows an in-
crease of £10,234, That means that from
taxation and from the interest we shall re-
ceive from the Federal Government there is
to be an increase of £184,967. Then the
Treasurer expects to reeelve an  inercase
from the Metropolitan Water Supply and
troin Railways and from Tramways. Look-
inr at those various items, one cannot bat
be impressed with the healthy condition of
our finances, and certainly with the healihy
condition of the eountry. On the Address-
in-reply debate I said the Premier conld
well be dubbed “Collier the Lueky.” T wish
fo congrafnlate him, hut wmore partienlavly
the State, unon having turned the corner,
and upon having arrived at the happy posi-
tion of being able to budget for a surplus
of £31109. If the Finanecial Agreement
goes thromgh, with the amount he is placing
to the snspense account, we should finish
up the vear with a surplus of £384,199,
To my knowledge that is the hest position
any Treasnrer of Western Australia has
been in sinee T first eame to the House m
1914. 1t shows the progress the State is
making, and it demonstrates that the wise
poliey of land settlement and development
that was inaungurated vears azo is now be-
ginning to bhear substantial fruit. T do not
agree with the member for Murray-Welling-
ton (Mon. W, 1. George) on the question of
group seftlement. We have spent over
£6,000,000 npon group settlement. T am in
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accord with him when he says we shounld
not deery whoever may have been respon-
sible for the unforlunate position in re-
speet of group settlement. 1 think the Min-
ister and the Government are to Dbe von-
grotulated upon having faced the position,
They have appointed a board that should
give satisfaction to the State, if allowed a
free hand. 1 d onot know the conditions
imposed npon the members of that board;
prohably the Alinister for Lands, when ex-
pounding his Fstimates, may frel dizposed
to tell us exnctly what scope the board has.
1 do not think the board’s hands should
be tied.

The Minister for Lands: Well, T have to
tnke the whole responsibility, and so T must
“know what is going on.

Mr. THOMSON: Quite right. Tn my
view no other three men have had so great
a responsibility placed upon their shoulders.
We rccognise, of course, that the Minister
ranst have a veto on their actions. beeanse
millions of pounds are involved. The mern-
her for Murray-Wallington said it did not
matter if there were only half a million
involved. T am sure the Minister for Lands
will be mores than satisfied if the loss is not
more than double that.

The Minister for Lands: You are quite
right.

Mr. THOMSON: T understand from state-
ments that have appeared in the Press that
in various parts of the group settlement
areas as many as four blocks have been
given to one settler. T estimate that any-
thing up fto £1.500 or £2,000 has heen ex-
pended on each of those Weocks. The prob-
lem the Minister has to solve is in deter-
mining the indebtedness to he placed on the
shoulders of thoze men.

The Minister for Lands: Take the Peel
Estate; £2.000,000 has heen spent upon a
little over 200 setllers. Yon can see what
that means!

Mr. THOMSON: Tt is not humanly pos-
sible for those 200 settlers on the Peel Estate
to carry the hurden. Tn that instance alone
we are Fared with a very considerable loss
indeed. The chief point to be kept in view
is to give the settlers on the groups an op-
portunity to make gnod, Tt will be far Letter
to have one-fourth of the settlers there and
have them suceessful than to maintain the
number that is fhere to-day, not one of them
having contributed onc pennv by way of
return for the money cxpended on the
grouns,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 ta 7.30 p.m.
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Mr. THOMSON: The duty that has heen
entrusted to the board is a very important
one.  The Miuister should see that the
group csettlers are placed on hlocks cup-
able of sustaining them, and side by side
with that provision should he made for
an  imediate  va''mtion of the assets.
The sooner group settlers are  brought
under the Agricultural PBank the better
it will be for them and for the State.
Our work of land settlement generally has
been highly sneeessful, which is evidenced by
the buoyancy of the State revenue. That
is due lo the faet that most of the setilers
have heen made responsible to the Agrieul-
turnl Bank. The unfortunate position of
the groups to-day arises from two facts,
Arstly, that some of the scttlers have been
placed on land that has been proved to be
ansuitahle, and secondly, that attempts have
been made to deal with the group settlers
as with an army. The individuality of the
settlers lias not been taken into ernsidera-
tion. T am glad that even at this late stage
the policy we advoented at the inception
of the scheme has been put into effect, and
I hope that satisfactory results will follow.
We have a duty to perform to the seitlers.
The increasing demand for land is cer-
tainly gratifying. Never before in the his-
tory of the State have eyes been turned to
our vacant lands as at present. In the hey-
day of the goldfields people flocked Lere
in thousands quite unsolicited, beeaunse they
knew Western Aunstralia offered an oppor-
tunity for them to maoke good. Now we have
renched a similar stage in our land develop-
ment, because we are the only State that
has large areas of unaliennted Crown land
still available. T am anxiously awaiting the
presentation by the committee of a eompre-
hensive railway secheme to serve land settle-
ment of the future. If we push out railwnys
into new areas under the migration scheme
the State as a whole must benefit. I am not
enamoured of the railway scheme suggested
by the Engineer-in-Chief. The port of
Fremantle must be enlarged, and it would

be in the interests of the State te
adopt a definite poliey of improve-
ment. Judging from the plans and
other information submitted to us, the

Engineer-in-chief has ontlined a scheme that
should be beneficial and economieal for the
working of the chief seaport. If that is ad-
opted, people will know what the Govern-
ment definitely intend to do regarding the
Fremantle bridge. Portions of my district
are sitnated up to 100 miles from the exeel-
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lent port of Albany, and 1L aw apprehensive
regarding the future of that port if some of
the stutements made can be accepted. Albany
is a port which, on the statement of Engineer
Buchanan, has possibilities second to those ot
no other port in the world. 1t may he pos-
sible to get our produce to a seaport ai
slightly reduneed railage cost, but if by »o
doing our produce is loaded np with the
heavier handling charges of an expensive
port, it will be a serious matter. Whatever
scheme is adopted, the aimn should be to con-
vey our produee to the world’s markets in
the shortest time and at the cheapest rate.
because it must never be forgotten that our
produce has to compete in the markets of the
world. The railway returns show a eredit
Imlance of £34,550¢. At first glance thut ap-
pears to be a satisfactory performanee on
the part of the department and the Govern-
ment. When we analyse the figoves closely,
however, it seems that we have gained that
position by charging more te loan acrount
and expending less maney Urom vevenne. [n
the Estimates may be tound “Charged to
loan necount” on quite n number of pages.
According to one of the returns, in 1923-24
we spent from revenue for constructivn and
equipment of lines open £B27,333, and in
1920-27 £643,158. That means £184,175 more
was charged to loan neeount last vewr than
in 1923-24. If we deduct from the £184.175
the credit of £34,558, it is obvious that the
position of our railways is worse by £149.611,
When the Minister for Railwavs was spenk-
ing in Geraldton recently he referred to Lhe
inerease of the basie wage und the grantine
of the 44-hour week (o railway men, and said
all that had been accomplizshed without i
any way inereasing the administrative costs
of the railways. T have shown elearlv fron
the Trensury return that the resnlt was ob-
{nined by charging more to loan and paving
less ont of revenne.

The Premier: That is nnt so.

Mr. THOMSON: The return shows il to
he so. .

The Premier: It might ensily huve hop-
pened thal mueh more was eharged to loan
in one year than in another year, becnuse
more lonn work was done in that venr. The
principle of charging n particular class of
work to loan or revenue has not heen changed
in any wav. In one vear we spent £100,000
of loan money on locomotives, and nothing
in the previous year. That is one item
only.
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Mr. THOMSON: 1 am not arguing on
those premises. 1 am dealing with return
No. 15, whieh distinetly shows that in 1921-22
the expenditure from revenue was £802,515,
in 1922-23 it was £862,962, and in 1923-24
it was £827,333. Thus in three years pre-
vious to the Labour Party taking oflice we
spent on our railways from revenue an aver-
age of roughly £850,000 a year. In 142423
the amount dropped to £798,050, in 1925-2¢
it dropped to £658,134, and last year it went
down still further to £643,158. The previous
administration provided larger swmng out of
revenue while the railways were showing a
loss, whereas the present CGovernment have
been advantaged in having provided a much
smaller sum each year out of revenue,

The Premier: That may be¢ so, but 1 re-
peat that the principle of charging works
10 loan or revenue has not been changed.
No works ave bheing charged to loan to-day
that were charged to revenue three or four
Years ago.

Mr. THOMSON : No partieulars nre given,
and I can only denl with the figures as 1
find them. They certainly show that there
has been a deeided drop in the expendibturve
from revenue, What the reason may be I do
not know, but the faet remains that the ex-
penditure from revenue for the eonstruetion
and equipment of lines open has been sub-
stantially reduced. When I started to quoie
these figures, I compared the revenue expendi-
ture last year with that of 1923-24. 1 did not
take the two yenrs previous to that, namely,
102223, £862,962, ond 1921-22 £862,515,
which would have afforded a still more strik-
ing contrast. 1 have taken the year that
the Treasurer eame into office. Even in that
year he dropped approximately £40,000. The
amount from vevenue that was being ex-
pended has hecn decreasing each year until,
compared with the vear when he took office
and to-day, the sum of £184 175 less has been
charged to revenne. One can sssume there-
fore that this has heen charged up to loan
account, TIf so, that explains why our rail-
ways have heen administered so beneficially
and capably. I am pleased that the Premier
is in the happy position of being able to
anticipate a 33 million bushel yield during
the coming season. Some people helieve he
was not sufficiently optimistie, and that he
should anticipate anything up to 3734 mil-
lion ishels. We know the excellent harvest
we had last vear. On many oceasions it has
been siated that wheat i3 carried at a loss.
It is a remarkable thing that for this year
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the months which previously had shown a de-
ficit bave shown a surplus. This is due to
the larger quantities of wheat carried, 1bhe
tigures dealing with the treight on wheat
alone show an increase for last year of
£101,086. This was due to the bountiful har-
vest.

Mr. Griitiths: Up to the 30th Jone,

Mr. THOMSON: Yes. We all hope that
the yield will be between 35 million and 40
million bushels. The Minister for Railways
has supplied us with an interesting table.
He could not huve given us a more startling
demonstration of the administrative eosts
than is afforded by this return. He shows
that 197 days of railway running go to
pay the wares and salaries, 28 days provide
for the locomotives, 30 days for materials
and supplies, 10 days for sundry expenses,
seven are set apart for relaying tracks and
replacements, 90 to meet the interest charges
on eapital, and there are left 3 days to be
retained by the Treasurer for profit. This
shows the margin on which we are running
our railways. 1 commend the Government
for endeavouring to keep railway charges as
low as possible. The railways are the life
blood of the State. Some of the claims that
have recently been put forward by an hon.
member on behalf of the railway employees
give us cause for alarm as to what is
likely to eventuate if the Arbitration Court
srants the claims,

Mr. Kenneally: Are you trying to influ-
ence the Arbitration Court?

Mr. THOMSON : If the claims are
acceded to we shall be faced with a very
serious position. The Government will cer-
tainly be oblized to raise railway freights.

Mr. Kenneally : Or abolish the cheap
freizhts on fertiliser.

Mr. THOMSON: The hon. member very
glibly talks about superphosphates. If it
were not for superphosphates, neither tha
Railway Commissioner nor the Government
would be able to pay one-tenth part of the
claim he desires to impose upon the Com-
missioner through the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Kenneallv: Is that any reason why
established farmers shoitld not pay reason-
ahble freights?

Mr. THOMSON: We hear a great deal
abont established farmers. I advise the
hon. member to be a little more patient and
forbearing. Let him remember that the
farminz  community provide ways and
means for the carvying on of the State.
They are creatine and providing the wealth,
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and are responsible for the suecessful
tinancing of the railways, .t is easy to
talk about establisied farmers. Many of
them ave apparently established, but they
have big overdrafts. No section of traffie
that the railways carry provides a greater
return than does sup2;, which is carried af
such a cheap rate. Every ton of super that
is earried on the railways returns to them
over eight tons of back freight.. The cheap
rate is a very satisfactory investment not
only from the point of view of the Com-
missioner, but from that of the State.
Mr. Kenneally: And the farmer.

Mr. THOMSON: Of conrse. Many hun-
dreds of men in whom the hon. member
claims to be so keenly interested would not
have the opportunity of employment that
they enjoy to-day, but for the superphos-
phate that is put into our goil. No doubt
the hon, member has a thorough knowledg
of everything appertaining to trade union-
igm and industry in the metropolitan area.
but there are other industries and other
people in the State that are entitled to econ-
sideration. 1 ask him what wounld be the
position of the railway employees and
hundreds of other people if we were suifer-
ing from a had =cason sueh as is being exper-
ienced by New South Wales and Victoria. In-
stead of there heing only a small number of
unemployed, we should he facing a serions
financial erisis.  The farming commun-
ity and those who are building up the
State have te remain here to sce the
iob thronph. Quite a large number of those
in whom the hon. member is su keenly
interested. to see that they get o fair deal,
are able to put their hats on, pack a few
things in a porimanteau, and be gone in a
few hours. They have no responsibility.
There is a point up to which it is possible
to make claims and requests, but there is
such a thing as the last straw. I recognise
that the hon. member is putting forward
the best case he ean for those he represents.
We shall be faced with a serious position
if these elaims are suecessful. The Com-
missioner of Railways himself says that
it takes 197 days to provide the pay of the
railway employees. I think large numbers
of the employees are quite satisfied with
what they are getting, and that some of
them considler the claims put forward ave
somewhat extravagant.

Mr. Kenneally: Who pnt you up td speak
to the Arbitration Court from the floor of
this House?
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Mr. THOMSON: The hon. membed
may speak for whom be thinks fit. I am
dealing with the railways, an important
parl of the life blood of the State. No
doubt the hon. member has only one desire,
namely the claims of one particular section
of the ecommunity. What will it profit him
and many of his fellows if they get the
best of awards from the Arbitration Court
and have the shortest possible working
hours, if the men eannot get any work, and
there is none available? Mueh good will
they aceomplish if things are brought to
snch a pass that the industries of the State
are not able to function properly. 1 ask
the hon. member to read and carefully
weigh the report that was put up by the
Tariff Board.

Mr. Heron: We heard that long ago
when miners were working for 10s. a day.

Mr. THOMSON: What is the position of
the mining industry to-day®

Mr. Heron: It does not arise through
the wages paid.

Mr. Chesson: The overhead charges ars
responsible.

Mr. Davy: Where is the ten-bobber now?

Mr, THOMSON: Most working men will
admit that the 10s. they received in those
days was just as valuable to the average
person as 14s. or 13s. received to-day. In
those days a man could get a very decent
and comfortable house for 10s. a week.
The idea is to get a house for the eost of
one day’s pay. To-day costs have so in-
ercased that a man is not able to get any-
thing like a decent house in the metropoli-
tan area for less than 20s. or 25s. a week,
It is all very well to keep on foreing up
these charges. The breaking strain must
be reached. T sincerely hope that members
opposite will exercise a certain amount »f
discretion. The Premier budgeted for an
inerease in the railway revenne of £247,772
Of that T venture to say 75 o 80 per
eent. will come from agrieultural products.
T pay him and his Government, a tribute for
earrying on a vigorous policy of land
settlement and development. No Govern-
ment ever had the opportunities that have
been offered to the present Administration,
and I am pleased to know they are accept-
ing those opportunities. The Migration
and Development Commission have reported
favourably on the construction of railways.
While the lines are being bailt employment
will be provided for numbers of men, and
new lands will he apened up for settlement,
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J lopé the policy will be suceessfully
carried out, to the benefit of the State.
I see that the Arbitration Court is eosting
£8,575. 1 am not eriticising the benel,
but I sometimes wonder whether we are
getting value for the money spent, and
whether Arbitration- Courts as a whole
‘have not "heen a failure in Anstralia.
Avcording to my analysis of the results, the
functioning of the Arbitration Court has
nieterially inereased the cost of commaodities,
and indeeil of everything, without benefitings
thé people as a whole. Honestly, I do not
believe the workers generally are much better
off, on account of the conditions applying
to-day: immediately sommething is granted to
them, the eost of living rises, as it must do.
T long for some solution of the problem. Tn
my opinion wages boards should be adopted
rather than industrial arbiteation. To wages
boards impossible demands are not likely in
be put up, beeause suclt boards consist of
men who know the particular industry af-
feeted. T regret that the arbitration posi-
tion as a whole has not been as satisfactory
as it might be. Another matter 1 desire to
toweh upon is the London Agency. T dealt
with the subject on previous oecasions, bhut
once again T have to voice a protest, tinged
with disgust, against the miserable amount
of moncy expended in providing exhibits
for Savey House in the Strand.  Savoy
House is Western Australia’s shop window ia
the heart of the Empire, and naturally one
would expect that while this State was pro-
viding the building it would also make pro-
vision for attractively exhibiting some of our
products. I greatly regret to learn lhat last
yoar Western Australia- spent £50 on the
provigion of exhibits, and the magnificent
snin of £19 in advertising the possibilities
of the State. That is a penny-wise and
pound-foolish policy. As, according to the
Estimates, wd are spending-£13,691 in a year
on the London Agenecy—and that is a slight
decrease on last year's expenditure—the
Commiltee are entitled to have a report from
the Agent-General. Members should know
what funections the Agent-General’s offiec
performs. On the Table are bundles of de-
partmental reports—Ahorigines, TFisheries,
Lands, State Children, Lonaey and so forth.
Mombers derive mueh advantage from perns-
ing sueh reports at their leisurc. Thereby
they familinrise themselves with the aetivi.
ties of the various departments. Memhers
are’ sometimes staggered at the enormons
amount of work done by departments with-
out nmeh publieity. As T have said, £11,691
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was spent on the upkeep of Savoy House in
one yeur, and yet the Commitiee do not know
witat Savoy House is doing. I hope - the
Premier will see that the Agent-Generals
office furnishes members with a report of ita
activities at the close of cach year. T am
not in any way reflecting upon the present
occupant of the office of Agent-General, who
is doing the job to the best of his power,
In asking for reports I cast no reflectign
whatever upon that honourable gentleman.
T have rvepeatedly asked for the produetion
of such reports. When I was at Home. in
1922, 1 reccived a veport trom the thon
Agent-General, Sir Jomes Connolly. Tt
miule intervesting reading.

The Premier: L venture lo say that it
wis more interesting heeause of the things
not to be found in it.

Mre. THOMSON: That interjection shows
the necessity for furnishing the Committes
wilh such reports. If a published report
should turn out to be more interesting for
the things it did not contain, that bears out
my argument for the supplying of snch
reporls. We pass the Estimatey, and we
are entitled to know what is being done in
that office towards the functions of govern-
ment. Now I desire to touch upon Return
No. 14 accompanying the Estimates. I have
repeatedly stated here that the policy of
the Country Party is to place metropelitan
utilities in the hands of a metropolitan board
of works, I was indeed glad to observe that
at & meeting of metropolilan conneitlors
it was decided to hring this matter to a head.
According to the same retmmn, the capital
cost of the tramways was £983,140, electricity
£895,629, water supply 4,103,759, or a totul
of £5,982,528—approximately six millions
sterling. Fuarther 1 find that these utilities,
after providing working expenses, interest
charges and sinking fund, show the follox.
ing profits; tramways £11,791, electricity
£4,.H, metropolitun water supply £2,310, ox
a total of £19,56%5. [F our metropolitan utili-
ties were placed under a beard of works,
results would he mueh more favourahle, and
when the enterprisex reached the stage uf
showing a sibstantial profit the people of
the metropolifan aren would be entitled to
look forward to a reduction of the charges
now being levied. Buot under present condi-
tions, so far as T can judge, the people of
the metropolitan area need not look forward
to a reduction of those charges., At present
the profits made po into Consolidated Rev-
enne. as they must. Thus while the State
a= a whole may henefit a little from the pro-
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visiva, there would not be wuch beneliy tu
the people of the metropolilan arvea.

Mr. Angelo: Do you call £19,000 u biy
profit on a capital of six millions sterlingi

My, THOMSONX ; No, I do nol. My candid
opinion is that if a metropolitan board of
works could not run those utilities more
economically and profitably (han is being
done or ean be done by the Government, the
change would be a pity.

Mr. Clydesdale: On what do you hase
your opinion?

Mr. THOMSON;: On what has bappened
in other places, such ns Glasgow, where very
goodl results have been obrained. There i-
ne time move opportune than the present to
have the utilities taken over by the people
of the metropolitan area. I want to do the
Government justice. They are not out to
make profits, but fo make all charges as low
as puossible.

Mr. Clydesdale: Do not you think the
Crovernment are fortunate in showing a profit
at all?

[ My, Lambert tovk the Chair,)

My, THOMSON: I do not know; other
cities show profits.  This year's estimated
profit, after allowing for all charges, amounts
to about £16,000. 1t is quite possibie that the
administrative charges might be considerably
reduced. Tn saying this 1 east no reflection
on Ministers in charge of departments, more
especially as it is impossible for any Min-
ister to control practicaily in person all the
departments placed under him. The member
for Murray-Wellington (Mr. George), good
man as he is, good man as he claims to he,
found it impossible to administer personally
all the departments under his control,

Hon, W. J. George: The work ig fit for
two men and a hoy.

Mr. THOMSON : It is plain that the actual
administration of departments is in the hands
of Government officials. So far as T can
judge there has been no increase in Minis-
terial salaries. which remain at £6,200 for
six Cahinet Ministers. Sometimes 1 wonder
why the amount has not been inereased. IL
is n «laring anomaly that men carrying the
respongibilities of the State should oceasion-
ally receives less by way of salary than theiv
nnder seeretaries. T am strongly in favour
of the handing over, as propased, of the
utilities in the metropolitan area. ¥or the
Fisheries Department a sum of £5.603 is
heing provided, We have spent a deal of
money in the past to obtain harvests om
Iand, but a bountiful harvest awaits us in
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the sen. Tn the past we have been some-
what negligenlt of this important phase of
indastry, which admits of development.
Certainly the Iisheries Department have
done their hest with the funds available to
them, T would tike to draw the Premier's
attention to the taet that at a recent inter-
state conferenre there was a discussion of
plans for the establishiment and development
of the fishing industry in Awustralin on an
cconomicnl and sound bhasis. At that eon-
ference every State was represented except
Woestern Australia.  Why was not this State
represented? We hold a longer coast line
than any other two or three Australian
States put together. Certainly we have as
much coast line as Queensland. New South
Wales and Victoria put tozether: and yet
it was not considered worth while to send
over n responsible officer to take part in the
deliberations of so important a conference.
Much good fregnently resulis from confer-
ences of that kind. T have arcued for many
vears that under our migration scheme we
should have made an effort to enconrage
fisher folk from the Old Country to come
to Western Australin. We know the im-
portant part thev played durinz the war.
They are invaluable to Great Britain. Their
services were utilised for mine sweepinz and
they helped materially to save the Empire
from the submarine menace. Unfortunately
the great majoritv of those present inter-
ested in the fishing industry in Western
Australia ave foreieners and would he of
no use if we were dragged into difficulties
with another nation. T again commend to
the I’remier and his Government the won-
derful possibilities there are in connection
with the migration of people whe have been
born and bred upon the sea. They know no
other calling for they have followed fishing
from generation to generation. If we were
to secure the migration of those people, 1
believe it would he beneficial to the consom-
ers, We know that at times when there is
practically a glut of fish, havis have been
dumped overboard rather than that they
should be placed upon the market. I am
hopeful that good will result from the con-
ference I have refeered to and T trust the
Premier will see that Western Australia is
represented at any future similar confer-
ence. The Chairman of the Migration and
Development Commission, Mr. H. W, Gepp,
presided, and 16 main points were set down
for disenssion by the conferenee, which sat
for several days. The 16 sabjects were—
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(1) The guestion of the necessity of de-
veloping the fishing industry on the coasts of
Australia.

(2) Trawling and relatéd industries, and
by what means they may he developed.

(3) Transport and distribution of fish, in-
cluding marketing,

(4) The capturc und trcatment of mnon-
edible fish for the production of oils, leathers,
fertilisers, ete.

(5) Collection of data concerning main cur-
rents and distribution of plankton,

{6) lmproved methods of preserving figh
(a) from ecapturc to sale in fresh condition,
(b) in the form of tinned fish, and (e) in the
form of dried fish.

(7) The possibilitics of acclimatising anit-
able speeies of foud fishes.

(8) Uniform regulation rcgarding minimam
woights at which different species of fish may
be captured,

(%) The neecssity for uniform laws regard-
mg the capturg and treatment of whaies,
granting of whaling liecnges, ete.

(10) The development of the erayfish in-
dustry.

11) The classification and the distribution
of the sponges of Australin and the possi-
bilities of developing this industry.

(13) The question eof wuniformity in the
granting of licenses for the eapture of turtles,
and the regulating of close scasons, ete,

(14) The establishment and maintenance of
a central maring biological station, and (b)
the estublishment of an institute in associa
tion with an Awstralian university for the de-
velopment of teaching and research in fishery
matters.

{(15) Faectors of destruction in fisheries mat-
ters.
(16) The relation between fisheries develop-
ment and migration,

The list T have read demonstrates that the
conference was an important one, and I
sincerely trust the Premier will see {o it
that we are represented at the next eonfer-
ence. Personally I deplore the fact thab
Mr. Aldrich and possibly one of our Min-
isters were not present at this conferenece,
hecanse the fishing industry is sueh a valun-
ahle aswet that anything we can gain as »
result of representation at a Commonwealth
conferénce - should prove beneficial to the
State. The fisher folk from England would
be excellent setflers. They are Britishers
and know the fishing industry from A to 7.
I "believe we missed a golden opportunity
when we neglected to encourage their migra-
tion to Western Austrolia.” There is ome
section of the Tistimates that I hope will
not be agreed to by the Commitiee; while

T hope for that rvesult, I do not expeet it.

T refer to the Vote for the State Aeccident
Insurnnece ‘Office, £3,316.  That offiece was
established without the anthority of Parlia-
ment, Of course T know that under cxisting
conditions the Government are able to earrv
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on with or without the consent of Parlia-
meht. I think the prineiple is wrong. Just
to show the effect that the Workers” Com-
pensution Act has had, we find that the Gov-
ernment in their desire to assist Lthe mining
industry—J am in aceord with the proposal
—have now decided to pay the impost ol
£4 105, per £100 paid in wages by the min.
ing companie<. That shows where these in-
croased eharges lead us to. By the provi-
sinns of that Aet we levied a charge upon
the mining industry that represented a
heavy impost, and now the Government
have zeen fit to come to the assistanee of the
mining industey by aceepting the linaneial
re~-ponsibility for the payment.  While I
<hall not take any exception to it, I desire
to sound a note of warning., T find that the
“Australasian” of the 15th Oectober Iaat,
dealing with the question of w: nmplm'lm-nt
in Queensland, stated— ,

The fact that rural dwellers have not becn
the only people to suffer loss and privation
as the result of the drought iz proved by the
nnemployment  figures and the preseut trade
depression in every ¢ity and town in the State,
As far back as December, 1926, it hreame cvi
dent that the claims on the Unemployed Work-
ora? Insurance IMund would oxeeed all expec-
tations.  The susicnanee payments for thuat
month were £20,790, and in the suecccding
muonths the nomber inercased until the *f peak !’
was reached in March of this year, when the
monthly pavments amounted to £45714. Tor
the wear ended 3ist Mareh the elaims were
£45,980, and the sum made available for sus-
tenanee was £311,833—grim  statistics for a
voung and wealthy State. To ensure the sta-
bility of the fund, the rate of contribution was
mereased to 4d. a week as from 1st July, 1927,
but even this expediont failed to make up the
leeway between reecipts and  disbursements,
At the-end of the finaneial year the fund was
actnally £97,434 in deby, Brisbane headed the
list for sustenance payments with £99.132.
Townsgrille being next with £27,288, and Roek-
hompton third with £24,633. The great maj-
ority of those who applied for assistance were
sugar-workers, railway construetion and main-
tenanee workers, pastoral workers, and water-
witte workers
Tt seems to me that the imposition of these
various eharges upon mdustry is having a
bad effect. T do not propose to denl with the
question of State insurance, to which con-
sideration ean be given when the Bill is be-
fore us. In Queensland, however, we find
that an enormous amount of money has had
to be paid to the unemployed. No doubt
a wreat deal of that was due to the drought,
but T want those members of this Chamber
who are so keen in their desire to place in-
erensed burdens upon industry, to reslise
what the effect is. No matter what they are
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able to gain by weans of eoncessions through
the awards of the Arbitration Court, they
dre of no value if the workers cannot secure
employment. There are many other matters
upon which I cocld toueh, but I shall nof
proeced at mueh greater length, Before con-
cluding I would like to deal with the land
tax. In 1923-24, when the present Govern-
ment took office, the amount collected from
the land tax was £79,449. Last year the
Treusurer collected £147,415 and this year
hie cstimates that he will colleet £160,000 or
an inerease of £38,551, representing over 100
per cent. advance, compared with the eollee-
tions of 1923-24.

Mr. Clydesdale :
penditure?

Mr. THOMSON :

My, Clydesdale :
settlemant.

Mr, THOMSON: A considerable amount
has been expended in connection with lang
settlenient and particularly in econnection
with group settlement, but it can safely be
stated 90 per cent. of the people who have
been assisted will pay interest to the Agri-
eultural Rank. Tn those eirenmstances, while
thera has been a ecertain amount of expendi-
ture on land settlement, the faet remains
that it is a good sound investment. That is
demonstrated by the splendid finaneial posi-
tion in whichk the Government find them-
selves to-day. I will not dwell at length upon
the point, but in view of the busyant state
of the Treasury, I hope the Premicr will
give friendly consideration to a request
that will come from another place in an
effort to absolve landowners from paying
more than one tax

Hoan, (+. Taylor:
easily.

Mr. Griffiths :
“Not yet”!

Mr. THOMSON: There is another mat-
ter with whieh T wish to deal. We lave al-
ready discussed certain restrictions that are
to be placed upon emplovment brokers.
The Minister for Works pointed ount that the

What has been the ex-

What expenditure?
Lxpenditure upon land

That will be dealt with

But the Premier says,

-State Labour Burean was prepared to earry

out the whole of the work of employment
broking. That may be so, but I find that
on the Estimntes £2,884 is provided for the
State Labour Bureau. If it costs £2,884 ‘Lo

‘earry on the very small proportion of the

work that is undertaken by the State La-
honr Bureau. how do the Government ex-
pect the private employinent brokers to
earry on if they are to bhe denied
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the privilege of charging adequate Ffeeal
However, 1 am delighted that the Esti-
wtes show  the Premier to be in the
happy position of being able to budget
for a surplus. I certainly lost a bet
on it, heenuse I stated that he would budget
for wivre than £34,000. Although it is &
small surplus, the tact that it is a surplus
is sntisfactory. On top of that, if we ure
ably 1o szeure the Financial Agreement it will
mean that the Treasurer will have an ad-
ditional £384,000 {o play with.

Hon, i, Taylor: He will play with it.

Mr. THOMSON: Further, there is the
windlall of £44,000 that he will receive from
Abrabams. I presume that that smalil eontri-
hution will be paid over very unwillingly.
However, the position is satisfactory and I
(rust fhat a continuation of good seasens
and the exercise of sweet reason on the part
ol the Giovernment in their dealings with all
sections of the comnunity, will result in
increased prosperity for the State.

MR. ANGELQ (Giascoyne} [8.30]: Be-
fore dealing with the Budget I should like to
refer to one or two matters of interest
touched upon by the member for Pingelly
{Myr. Brown) this afternoon. The hon. mem-
ber seewms to be afraid that beeause we have
a good season liere, while the other States
have not that luck, the banks doing business
in this this Stote will take advantape of the
repayment of any loans in the near foture
and remit those moneys to the Eastern States.
Bven if they did so it would only be playing
the game, for if the hon. member were to
analyse the fizures of the hanking institn-
tions he would find that in the aggregate
they have lent in this State cHnsiderably
more money than the desposits they have
received.

Mr, Lindsay:
it not?

Mr. ANGELO: No, it is not. Up to the
present time the other States have been
allowing their deposits to he used in making
advances in this State.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We have fonnd
our own capital at the same time.

Mr. ANGELO: No, if you analyse the
figures yon will find it is not so. However,
I do not think there need be the slightest
fear of any money being transferred from
this State to the Eastern States, Becanse,
after all, the banker looks for the maximum
amount of seenrity and the maximnm amount
of interest; and the bankers know they have

That is the usunal thing, is
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u far better security for the advances they
make in this State than for those made in
the Lastern States. The lands of the Eastern
States, it is generally recognised, are pretty
high.y capitalised. Therefore the banker,
when he makes an advance against those
Inuds, has only the usual margin of security
to work upon, whereas in this State, in ad-
dition to that usual mary.n he has the dif-
ference between the present and the prospes-
tive valug for the land.

Mr. Lindsay: Then why are they pulling
in?

Mr. Clydesdale : Will the banks advance

on that?
My, ANGELO: As long as they have
the money (o do so, yes, As for

the interest, owing tov the large numbur
of firms and private individuals in the
Eastern States who bhave money to iend, the
banks cannot get the same rate of interest
there as they get in this State. So we can
rest assured that any money the banks can
possibly divert to Western Australia for in-
vestment in the way of advances to their
customers will be so diverted. Now we come
io the reason why the banks are pulling up.
It ig because they realise that the farmers
and others have been extravagant of late in
buying expensive machinery and expensive
motor ears, when they ean scarcely afford to
do so. No sconer do the farmers get the
veturns from their harvest than they buy
these expensive articles. The member for
Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) knows that it is so.

Myr. Lindsay: But they have to buy mach-
incry.

Mr. ANGELO: 8till, a man ought to cul
his cont aceording to his cloth. Unfortun-
ately, I do not know whether it is the fauit
of plausible machinery ageuts, the farmers
are buying more machinery than their posi-
tion warrants. Then look at the enormous
namber of expensive motor cars in the agri-
cultural distriets. Can some of the farmers
afford it?

Mr. Lindsay: Why pick the farmers?

Mr. ANGELO: I mention them as one sec-
tion of the community. Motor cars are pur-
chased by many other people who ecan ill-
afford it. That is why the banks have had
to pull in. It is not only the individual eost
of the motfor cars, but the ever-increasing
amount of money that has to be sent away,
unfortunately to the United States. to pay
for those ears. That is why the bankers have
had to pull up. Further, there is the induce-
ment fo invest in Government loans which,
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although the interst is mot very high, elim-
inates any risk of loss. Moreover, that busi-
ness can be carried on witn very Ltile cost
of administration. But whilst our securities
are so good, and we can atford to pay the
little higher rate of interest, the member for
Pingelly need not fear that there will bd
any great withdrawal of moneys from this
State. Another matter of interust mentioned
by the hon. member was the Engineer-in-

chief’s report on the I'remantle harbour und

the railways leading thereto. I read that re-
port, as published in the Press, with great
interest, but 1 as a layman would never pre-
sume to express an opinion on it. Obviously
it i3 a report that was written only after
considerable investigation and careful
thought. Buf no matier how well the Gov-
ermnent may be satisfied with that report, J
think they will be well advised to have
it checked by another expert. It may be
suid we have other engineers with whom Mr.
Stileman eould eonsult. That is so, but those
engineers have their specinl work in the
varions branches. This is a very compre-
hensive scheme, and of necessity will be a
very costly one. Any scheme involving the
expenditure of a, million pounds or more
should certainly be checked by another ex-
pert. T feel positive that Mr. Stileman would
be the last to object to that.

Mr. Kenneally: Who is the other expert?

The Premier: This report is really a check
on the report of Sir (eorge Buchanan, an
expert who was here a few years ngo.

Mr. ANGELO: I thought it was Mr. Stile-
man’s own ideas.

The Premier: So it is, but it serves also as
& check upon Sir George Buchanan.

Mr. ANGELO: Well, it points io the
neeesgity for still another check, If one
great expert like Sir George Buchanan says
one thing, and another expert says another
thing, we shonld have an umpire to deter-
mine who is correct.

The Minister for Mines: I would be pre-
pared to back the Engineer-in-chief of this
State, who has given a great deal of atten-
tion and thoueht to his report, against a man
who galloped through the State in a eouple
of days.

Mr. ANGELO: T am with the Minister in
that. But as the member for Avon (Mr.
(iriffiths) was just going to remark, when o
doetor is enlled in to a serions case he diaw-
noses it. and then in all prohahility he will
¢all in annther doctor for consultation. This
is going to he a serious matter, for not only
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does it mean the future development of our
prioeipal harbour, but it means also the start
of a better and more complete system of
railways leading to that harbour. Take the
city of Perth: I suppose sorte expert laid
it out a great many years ago.

The Premier: He was not much of an ex-
pert.

Mr. ANGELOQ: Perhaps not. The same
thing has ocenrred in other places. Only
to-day I heard the comment that our railway
aystews, that was started on expert advice, is
onything but a satisfactory system, because
the railways run in all directions.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Well, we must
have them running in all directions.

AMr. ANGELQ: But some of them ave tuo
far apart, and some of them are loo cose
together.

Mr. Griffiths: And some of them ure not
there at all.

My, ANGELO: Fven the hon. member's
railway forms part of the compleled system.
Later on he may get it in that way as part
of the transeentinental system. However, I
do not think it would be a very expensive
matter to get a check on Mr. Stileman’s re-
port.

Mr. Clydesdale: Whom would you propose
for the job?

Mr., ANGELO: I should say that New
Zealand, with its numerous harbours, would
have a highly competent man as Engineer-in-
chief. Could we not borrow him for two or
three monthe? So long as we paid his fare.
doubtless he would be glad to ecome. Then
there is Queensland. We might get a man
from there. I should not like to sce an ex-
penditure of over a million pounds on one
man’s word, though he were the best man in
the world.

Mr. Thomson: What we want is a public
works eommittee,

Mr. ANGELO: We have had too many
losses in the past for want of a eompetent
expert’s advice.

Hon, &, Tavlor: We had expert advice or
the Fremantle harbour when we sank £200.
000 in the dork.

Mr. ANGELOQ: Exactly. Possibly for the
expenditure of €1,000 we could get a check
that micht save ns hundreds of thousands of
pounds in the end.

Mr. Clvdesdale: A man would have Lo bx
here for 12 months before he ronld express
an opinion on and cheek Mr. Stileman’s re
port,
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My, ANGELUO: Even if we bad to keep
him for two years it might be profitable,

mr. Clydesdale: Yon weuld hold up the
work for 20 years.

Mr. ANGELO: 1 do not want to see s
single spadeful chopped out until we know
Jorecisely what we are up against, I regard
Mr. Stileman as a very able Engineer-in-
Chiel, and 1 thiok that if it were suggested
to him that his scheme shonld be checked hLe
wonld be sulfiiently broadminded to say,
“Yes, certainly.”

Ilon, G, Taylor: If we had had a eheck
on the Carparvon Meat Works it woubl
have suved money.

Mr. ANGELO : The trouble is that
although we had a check, it was not the
vight cheeck. A man was sent up to advise
the pastoralists as tv whether or not they
should bave the meat works, and shorily
afterwards that man had to leave tue
Wyndham Meat Works because be was
found to be incompeteni. [ am sorry in-
deed that we have to discuss the Estimates

without first having dealt with the Finan-

cinl Agreement. It savours of a man
starting to build a house without knowing
how much money he has. All our investi-
gations, all our eriticisms and all ocur wise
and unwise remarks may be of no avail if
the agreement is fnailised. Even the
Premier said, “It will be noticed I have
based the estimated receipts from the Com-
monwealth on the proposed Financial
Agreement.” Yet the agreement is non-
existent. It has to be approved by the
(Governments of the several States, by the
Federal Government and then by a refer-
endum- of the people. It may be 12 months
before the agreement is finalised. Still,
these Estimates are based on the agree-
ment.

Mr. Griffiths: We eannot wait for that
finalisation.

Mr. ANGELO : 1 think the agreement
should have been ignored meanwhile, and
the Estimates framed without takine it into
ronsideration at all. T compliment the
Premier on having adopted the wise pre-
eaution of placing £150,000 last year and
£350,000 this year in suspense pending the
resnlt of the nezotiations between the Fed-
eral Government and the State Govern-
ments. T am rather disappointed that
the Premier, when speaking last week,
did not renlv to several anestions raised
carlier in the session. During the debatd
on the Address-in-reply varions items in
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the Governor's Speech and in the I're-

" mier’s statement of the finaneial position

were criticised. Unfortunately the Premier
was bot present when some of the eriti-
cisms were made, but we were told that
an explanation wonld be given when the
bBudger Speech was delivered. Several
times 1 pnsked where certain money had
gone. The Prewier’s deputy could not or
would not say anything; neither would any
other Minister tell me. The only member
who did vouchsafe an explanation was the
member for Menzies (Mr. Panton), who
told us that the money was in a jam-tin.
I do not mind if the money is in a jam-tin
50 long as it is being properly preserved.

Mr. Thomson: And hermetically sealed.

Mr. ANGELQ: And the tin is branded,
“Not for cooking purposes.” That is the
only explanation we ¢ould get at the time.
There are a few matters  wish to mention
again in the hope that the Premer, when
dealing with the Estimates of the Treasury
Departinent, will give us some information.
I do not wish to snggest that everything in
the garden is not lovely, bnt 1 for one
cannot find an explanation in the state-
wents he hag furnished and eannotf
understand wly, in conneetion with other
matters, he has adopted a particular counrse.
Speaking the other night, he said that 19
millions of loan money carried no sinking
fund.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Money bor-
rowed during the last four years.

Mr. ANGELO: That being so, it was all
the more wrong for the Premier o take
advantage of the £58,000 surplus uader the

zoldfields water scheme loan snd put it

into Consolidated Revenue. T feel sure
that any business man, knowing that 19
millions of loan money was not carrying
sinking fund, would have left the £38,000
in the sinking fund in order to adjust the
loans later on. 1 have diseussed this
matier with quite 2 number of business
men and, though T admit opinions varied
as to what should have been done with the
money, all were agreed that it was wrong
to put it into Consolidated Revenue,

The Minister for Mines: Most of themn
would have liked a ent out of it.

Mr. ANGELQ: The aceumulating of that
£58,000 muost have extended over many
years during which we were showing a
deficit.  Consequently there was only ona
channel into whieh the £58,000 should have
gone, and that was in reduection of the
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defieit.  There was £150,000 that the
Premier admitted was debited last year,
not to interest account, but to miseellaneouns
services. I would like him to tell us why
the debit is made to that particular fund
instead of another, so that if any of us
later on becomes Treasurer he might know
the reason.

Mr. Kenneally: Why look so far into
the future®

Mr. ANGELO: One can never tell. In
Sydney only a few days ago a civil servant
discharged by Mr. Lang entered Parlia-
ment and, on that very day, he became 2
Minister in the new Cabinet. There i5 a
chance for everybody.

Mr. Clvdesdale: There would be a e¢hanee
for yon!

My, ANGELO: The Premier’s statement
shows that he over-estimated intevest hy
£125191 showing that he did not debit
£150,000 to interest. I should like to know
why it was debited to miscellaneons services.
The Premier assures us that the money has
been placed in a suspense account. 1 am
elnd indeed to have that assuranee. He
soid the amount was set aside as a reserve
to meet losses on group settlement. Tn
addition to that amount there is the differ-
ence between the one per cent. he pays on
money provided by the British and Federal
Governments and the six per cent. charged
for it. That would amount to considerably
over £100.000. We are getting the money
at one per cent. and charging settlers from
five to seven per cent.; I am not sure of the
exact rafe.

The Premier: We are not charging the
groups seven per cent. It is BL) per cent.

Mr, Davy: It is & vorying amount.

Mr. ANGELOQ: Call it five per cent. The
difference hetween one per cent. and an aver-
age of fve per cent. would mean ahout
£100,000. T should like to kmow whether
that amount also has been put into a reserve
fund.

The Premier: No, you are all astray. Tt
is in revenue and the £150,000 1= ouf of
revenue,

Mr. Davy: You cannot debit the £150,000
twice.

Mr. ANGELO: I conld not understand a
speech that was made in another place, but
it looks as if there have heen two debits
and one credit to reserve fund. We have
the Premier's assurance that the £150.000
has been paid into a reserve fund. T aceept
his assurance. T should fike him to tell us
what has hecome of the difference between
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the one per cent. he is paying for the mone
and the rate he is getting for it, That mone;
undonbtedly should be put into suspenss
account or into a reserve of interest accoun
to be used to eompensate for losses we ar
hound to make on the group settlemen
scheme when the figures are finalised. 1
should like the Premier, when the oppor
tonity eecurs, to give us more informatior
about the special Commonwealth grant of
£565,000. The Premier told us that £200.001
of it was to come off taxation, £200,000 wa:
to ;o towards the evtinction of the deficit
and £165,000 to assist mining. We know
that he scored to the extent of #27,260 m
the first amount.

The Premier: That is not correet,
not score a penny.

Mr. ANGET.O: That is according tu the
different viewpoints,

The Premier: I do not eare what the view-
point is; T did not seore & penny.

Mr. ANGELOQ: Mav I give my viewpoint!
The Premier said, “I am moing fo usec
£200,000 of the Commonwealth grant ir
order to reduce income taxation by 3314
per cent.” At the end of the year, the Pre
micr tells us, he received by way of income
tax £345,500. That is GG? per eent. of
what he expected to get, so that the 1314
per cent. he did not et owing to the re.
duction represented £172,750.

Mr. Davy: The Premier ecannot get away
from that,

The Premier: But I can.

Mr, ANGELO: The difference betweer
£172,750 and the £200,000 he got from the
Federal grant to compensate him for the
reduction of taxation was £27.250, whiel
saving really represented the surplus for
last year.

The Premicer: T did not get a shilling of

T dic

it.

Mr. ANGET.O: Then T should like tc
know what the Premier did with the
£27,250.

Tke Premier: T did not get it.

Mr. ANGELQ: T wish the Premier had
it in his pocket, but we all know he is toc
honest to do anything like that.

The Promier: T lost on that deal.

Mr. Davy: No, it is a matter of simple
arithmetie.

The Premier: It is not. T will take it to
any body of accountants wvoun like tn name
and show that T did not eain by it,

Mr. Davv: T will accent that challenge,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
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Mr. ANGELO: The next item was the
second £200,000, This the Premier said
he was going to use towards the extinction
ol the defieit. 1 bave here the Premier’s
statement, showing surpluses and deficien-
cies on Consolidated Revenue. It will be
found in Return No. 4. At the end of 1926
the aceumulated deficit was £6,297,628, The
surplus for last year was £28,245, and the
return shows that the accumulated deficiency
at the end of 1927 was £6,269,383. I should
like the Premier to tell us how he has ap-
plied that £200,000. I should have thought
if it was fo go towards the extinetion of
the deficit this account would have shown
£6,069,383, instead of £6,269,383. I feel
sure the Premier will tell us how it was
applied. I have some ecurious electors in
my district, who are always asking me what
has happened. Tt would he cnly fair to
members as well as to himself if the Pre-
mier wounld explain exactly, when speakine
on the Treasury vote, how this has been
applied. I should then be able to satisfy
my eleetors.

The Premier: I hope I shall be able to
satisfv vour very intelligent electors.

Mr. ANGELQ: That is what T want the
Premier to Ao. The next item was £165,000
to assist mining. The Premier tells ns that
the amount set aside last year from the
Tederal disahilities grant for the assistance
of mining has not been expended. T shounld
like him to tell us so that T may satisfy
these friends of mine where this money was
on the 30th June last. I am sure he will
be able to tell ns that it was in & reserve
Fund set up for its safekeeping until the
time eomes o use ii. I want his assurance
on that point so that T can show it to my
friends per medium of “Hansard.”

Mr. Lindsay: Your friends are rather in-
quisitive.

Mr, Clydesdale: There are many sharks
to be found up at Carnarvon.

Mr. ANGELO: Regarding the £200,600

that was to be paid off the deficit,
I presume the Premier will be able
to tell ws that it was used fo wipe

off the unfunded portion of the de-
fieit. T would remind the Premier that
~vhen speaking last year he said the un-
funded portion of the deficit amnunted to
£157,450. If that is the solntion, here is a
sum of £42,461 that he scored. No doubt
the Premier will be able to tell ns to the
satisfaction of all how the monry was ap-
plied.
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The Premier: According to your argu-
ment | seored about half a million.

Mr. ANGELO: | would he only too
piensed to be able to satisfy myself aud my
friends that everything in the garden 1s
lovely, and that the surplus of £28,000, with
the exception of the £58,000 which I eun
never quite reconcile, is genuine and true.
Nothing would please me befter. 1 eannot
help thinking that it was a deficit of at least
£30,000 the Premier made rather than a sor-
plus of £28,000. The Premier was good
cnough to tell the Honse when he decided
on a 33V per cent. reduction in income tax
that 1 was the only member to give a
warning.

The Dremier: According to your fizures
the warning was not necessary, becanse [
made £27,000.

Mr. ANGELO: 1 want to show that il
was a warning and nothing more, I said—

We are all pleased indeed that the Premier
decided to allocate the money in that way.
At the same {ime, looking at the finanecial
aspect, I do not know; whether it was quite
wise to devote the whole of the £200,000 to
the reduclion of taxation It is estimated that
the revenne for the financial year will amount
to £9,791,000, and the Premicr estimates a
surplusz of only £10,000. That ig barely ons
per cent, It is easy for some little thing to
misearry, and for the expected £10,000 surplus
to disappear, In that event we shall again
be faced with a deficit. We are too close to
the balancing line to make such a drastic re-
duetion in taxation as 334 per cent. Had I
been the Promier 1 wounld have deelared a 15
pec gent. reduction straighy away, and placed
an amount equalling another 15 per cent. in a
guspense account to he used as & rebate if
the year’s transnctions turned out satisfae-
torily.

T said, “We are all pleased indeed that the
Premier decided to alloeate the money in
that way.” "Two or three days before the
elevtion T found a poster placarded in Car-
narvon. It was addressed to the electors of
the Gascoyne district and said, “Who op-
posed the reduction in taxation? E., H.
Angelo, ML.A. See what he says in ‘Han-
sard”” This is over the signature of the
Minister for Works as campaign directcr,
The poster starts off showing thal I gaid:—
“I do not know whether it was quite wire to
devote the whole of the £200,000 to the re-
duction of taxation.” Tt left out entirely
my sentence “We are all pleased indeed that
the Premier decided to ellocate the money
in that way 1T like fair play.

Myr. Lindsay: No wonder vour friends
were inquisitive, after that.
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Mr. ANGELO: Only owe placard was
put op in Carnarvonm, but 1 believe that
throughout the distriet and in Shark Bay
they were sent out in hundreds, and that
everyone got et least balf a dozen copies so
that no one should miss it. Another placard
was also pat up, but this acted as a kind of
boomerang.

Hon. G. Taylor: Was it a free distribu-
tion?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. When the Minister
is us old as I am he will find it pays befter,
when quoting a speech, to give the whole
substanee of it, and pot cut out an import-
ant section like this.

The Premier: That may have betn duc
to the exigencies of space.

Mr. ANGELGO: If is a pity that the Min-
ister started ot the top. His own signature
was in large Jetters.

Hon. Sir James Mifechell: You could
bring an action against him for misvepre-
sentation.

Mr. ANGELO: It did not matter much.

Hon. G. Taylor: Campaign directors are
free.

The Premier: From the ordinary rules.

Mr. ANGELO: I am pleased the Premier
has decided to allocate the £40,000 he will
get out of the Savings Bank in the way
indicated. 1 am alse pleased that a com-
mittce has heen appointed to see what can
be done to consolidate onr public offices. T
hope the £40,000 will go some way towards
buving the Town Hall, and the construction
of a solid seven or eight-storey building on
our present site, taking in the Town Hall as
well. Some people say that is too valuable
a site for shops. That may be so, What is
to prevent the Government from having a
few shops for letting purposes, provided we
can consolidate all our Government huild-
ings in one block, in the same way that the
Federal Government are doing?

My, Davy: You wonld not knoek down
the Town Hall would yon?

Mr. ANGEIQ: Undoubtedly.

Hon. (. Taylor: He would knock down
anything.

My, ANGELO: 8t. Paul’s Cathedral very
nearly fell down two or three years .igo on
its own nrecount. We shall have on. Town
Hall tumbling down yef.

Mr. Davy: Vot if T ean avoid it.

The Premier: Because St. Pauls neavly
fell, that iz no argument why we should
knock down the Town Hall

Mr. ANGELO: Now that the City Coun-
¢il have spoilt half of the building by
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putiing shops there 1 have not the anne feel
ing about the Town Hall.

Me. Davy: Yon eonld easily pull dow
the verandah.

Mr. ANGELQ: | think those who do busi
ness with (overnment offices wouli be de
lightedd if one central bloek ot bnilding
could be erected to accommodaie oll th
offices.  The Imildings could go up seven o
eight storevs. There is plenty of roon uj
nhove,

The Premier: What about the sunshine!

Mr. ANGFLO: That could he provide
for in the way the Federal Government hav
done with the G.I%.0. buildings, [ an
pleased that a committee has been appointe
to see what can be done in the matter o
bringing the various Government offices to
gother, and domiciling them upon one Mork
1l am glad to see a progressive poliex ha
been adopled by (he Government in th
building of tore railways.

Mr. Clydesdale: You have nol helieve
i anvithing the Government have done
far.

Mr. ANGELO Yes, I huve, | am please
they realise the huportance of pushing ahea
with railway eonstruetion. I' lrave voun;
feliows coming from the Easlern States--—to
day T lad three--who are wanting land, Al
of them had some money, and were willin;
to put their life savings into Western Aus
tralian farming properties, They had bee
unable to get any land. They went to th
Lands Department, but {here was nothin
available there. T took them fo the Soldi-
Bettlement Office. One was a returne
soldier and T thonght he might be able &
zet some nhandoned farm, but nothing suit
able was offering. Tt is a great pity whe
we have all these people coming here an
deziring land, and wishing to become Wester
Australians, that we eannot give them ap
land. Cinderella has rizen from the ashe
with (he help of her golden grain and he
wolilen fleeces. Tt is up to the Premier t
act as Prinee Charming and help her on he
way, sa that when she arrives at the hallvoor
she will he recognised as the fairest daughte
of Anstralin. We ean only do this if th
Premier provides her with the nceessar,
coach to take her on her journey. T ar
therefore glad to see that he is also providing
plenty of rolling stock. T am very please
about the new sleeping eoaches on the Ral
monrlie tine, They are badly needed. T ma
tioned it last year and hoped that somethin
would he done. T suggested that a surchara
of 5s. might be imposed for the nse of 1hs-



[20 Ccroser, 1927.]

special sleepers, and 1 understand that within
a week or two the Minister put on the 5s.
before the coaches were provided. That may
be good policy; it is looking abead. He may
by this time have snved enough to pay the
extra eost involved in the new sleapers, We
have no railways in the North exeept one
from Port Hedland to Marble Bar.

The Premier: Can I not hand you our a
harbour or two, or a new jetty?

Mr. ANGELO: We can do with another
steamer. Steamers are ouar railways,

Mr. Clydesdale: How would railways pay
up northi

Mr. ANGELO: We Nor-West members
are one party for a sleamer, The Nor'-West
must have a fortnightly service. T will give
an insiance of whal is happening nowadays
in the little town of Shark Bay a new in-
dustry has been started. Some lads have pue
£3,000 or £4,000 into a fish-freezing ven-
ture, the fish to be sent Lo Perth, Owing 1o
the stranding of the “Koolindn” the Singa-
pore stecamers refuse to go into Shark Bay.
‘To get over the diffienlty the Honorary Min-
ister controlling the State Shipping Serviee,
Mr. Hickey, was kind enough immediately to
send up the Chief Harbour Master in the
“Kybra” to re-open the channel by putting
down buoys. The steamer “Gascoyne,” which
was coming down the coast, intended to eah
at Shark Bay, having heen informed tha
there was £400 worfh of Rsh lying at Shark
Bay and deteriorating for want of convey-
ance, The “Gascoyne’™ was advised that the
channel was open, but nevertheless she dirl
not eall in at Shark Bay, and the fish ve-
mained unshipped. Such a thing is heart-
hreaking to men who have put all fheir
savings into a venture. Further, such =
thing eould not occur il there was a fort-
nightly steamer. One little matter in which
the Premier might help the North-West e
the dropping of the surcharge on harhour
dues there. The surcharge represents a wus
time impost which has never been taken off,
and which represenls rather a large expense.
Tivery little helps the people up there. Lf
the Premier could show the North considera
tion hy remitting that war time eharge, his
action wounld be much appreciated.

The Premier: But when we remit charges
on the railways and other utilities, we are
told that the people generally do nof benefit
by the reduction, which is not passed on hy
the retailers. It might be the same in the
ease of remission of harbour dues.

Mr. ANGELO: 7 the Premier will grant
this coneession, I will watch the matter eare-
fully, and if the retailers do not make a
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corresponding reduction, I will ask the hon.

gentleman to re-impose the surcharge. How-

ever, I feel sure the retailers will be glad to
give northern conswmers the benefit of any
reduction the Premier may make. 1 was glad
that in his spcech the Premier said—

Anything having an adverse effact upon the

ruilwny reeeipts, such as an unfavourable sca-
son, operates most disastrously on the State’s
finances.
T ant glad the Premier realises that. An old
song says, “Bad times will come again once
more.” Now is the time for the Treasurer
to show himself the statesman I honestly
believe him to be, by not immediately doiug,
as improvident people are apt to do, splash
money up. We are going to have hard times
again.

Mr. Grifliths: [ thought the song said,
“Hard times, come again no more.”

Mr. ANGELO: 1 feel sufe that the Pre-
micr will keep a stiff upper lip and resolve
to hold something to the good. For manyl
years, unfortunaiely, through adverse times
and the war and its nftermath Western Aus-
tralia has had big deficits, but now that pros-
perity has come to the State once more, let ns
always remember that it is possble for bad
times to reenr. L am glad the Premier real-
izses the position. realises that the fature of
Western Australia is in his hands for some
time—two and a half years, if not longer.
It is his duty as a statesman and as our
leading public man never to forget that the
State must not take undue advantage of gao!
times to spend more than il ean afford.

Hon. @&. Taylor: How much will the new
steamship cost?

Mr. ANGELO: The present State steame.s
are profitanaking.

The Premier: T regard the request ag very
reasonable,

Mr. ANGEILO: Let me tell the Premier
that if T were not eertain a new steamer
wonld pay, T wonld not ask for it.

The Premier: In London two years ago 1
tried ta get the money for two ships and was
told T had hetter come hack again in a year
ar two.

My, ANGELOQ: The present bont is
paying, and two boats will pay much better.
Many people will not patronise the one
State boat hecanse there is only a monthly
cgrviee and at times they have to resort to
other lines. 1 conclude by telling the Pre-
mier that I appreciate, as T am certain other
members also do, the kindly references he
made to our Leader in the final portion of
his speech. It is what I think the Leader of
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the Opposition would have done in the Pre-
mier's cage were the positions reversed. These
little touches of Nature make the whole world
kin, 1t is these little courtesies that help
us to work harmoniously together for the
welfare of Western Australia,

[Mr. Lutey took the Chair.)

MER. NORTH (Claremont) [9.25]: There
are certain matters I eould refer to in this
debate, but in eommencing 1 wish to remark
that during the discussion my own views
have been expressed by other members on
various points, and that therefore I am in the
happy position of having only a little to top
off with. One question touched on by the
member for Murray-Wellington (Hon. W, J.
(leorge) deserves the scrious attention of the
jovernment and the people—the question of
the central railway station nnd of a definite
move being made one way or another with
regard fo its being shifted or else improved
and made permanent. The central railway
station question has been discussed for many
vears. [ remember that in 1905 Mr. G. T.
Poole, formerly Chief Govermment Archi-
teet, drew a plan of the city beantiful which
included the vemoval of the eentral raillway
station from its present site (o one at the
north end of Perth. There was a suggestion
that the present site could be made available
for publie buildings, and thnt much of if)
could be sold or leased, thus creating en-
hanced wvalues, which would pay for the
chifting of the vailway station and, in ad-
dition, provide a handsome prefit available
for improvements in various directions. 1
therefore ask the Governmuent to take at this
juncture the adviee of their officers as to
definitely settling the question of the centrall
railway station once and for all, so that the
site and other details may be decided. It
lins heen declared on all hands, by the Town
Planning Committer and many publie eitia
zens, that the central railway station ques-
tion is blocking the progress of the city and
alsn blocking business in many directions.
Following on that question, we have noticed
in the Press recently that the terminus of
the taxi routes from Cottesloe has been re-
moved to Wellington street, and that the
alleration is not giving satisfaction to the
people. There is before another place a
motion for the disallowance of the regula-
tion in question, with a view to substituting
the route formerly in operation. (fuestions
such ns this will become greater, not less,
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as time goes on; and therefore the issue
ghould be settled by the Government in such
a way as to content the people, and not te
harass them as they have reeently heen har-
assedd. It has been suggested, wiselv | think,
that there should be a select committee ir
inquire into this subject in order that the
best advice may be obtained and all the
routes adequately discussed, and the question
thrashed out once and for all in sueh & way
that the people will be satisfied. Tt is uge-
less for this House or another place over
and over again to disallow regulations. The
time has gone by when we ean hope to carry
all the traffiec of the metropolitan arca on the
railways. As the road: are now heing im-
proved and the towa and suburhs are grow-
ing, we must face the question, not at th
hehest of n few Government officials, but
after a thorough investigation hy, pnssibly,
a seleet committee. T would like to see that
question as well as the central railway sia-
tion site investigated at the earliest possible
moment. Now a few words as to the metro.
politan loca! hodies. Undoubtedlv these are
being left in the race of new road-making in
Western Australia.  We have trunk roads,
arterial roads and main roads, and also every
sort of grant vutside the metropolitan aven:
huat that avea itself is facing a position that
is quite intolerable. [ was glad the member
for Guildford (Hon. V. D. Johnson) re-
ferred to that subjeet at some length last
night, The municipalities are working un-
der an Act which has been in operation for
about 50 years, having been iramed on an
old English Act passed before the days of
traction engines and motor cars. Most of
the metropolitan road hoards, in view of the
limited rating powers conferred on them, and
with rules and regulations framed under au
ohsolete Act, are bearing an impossible bur.
den, Trom traflic fees they receive only an
insignificant amount; their rating powers, a:
1 have said, are definitely limited: 1he cost
of upkeep of their roads is heing quad-
rupled, and they have no possible means of
relief. As a result the local bodies in the
metropoliton area, with the possible excep-
tion of the City of Perth, which haz a big
ger nssessing power by reason of greate:
population, are for the most part using in-
ferior plant and are unable to acquire the
road-making plant necessary for cood ronds
Their rating power is so limited and the re
turn from traffic fees is so limited, that il is
quite impossible for these hoards to keep uy
the roads in the metropolitan area outside
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the City of Perth. I believe that the Govern-
ment intend to introduee a Bill to amend the
Municipalities Aet this session, but I com-
mend to the Government the consideration of
the plight of loeal governing bodies and the
difticulties that they ore confronted with.
The eyes of the State and Federa! Govern-
menls are turned to the provision of main
roads, trunk and arterial, beyond the houn-
daries of the metropolitan area. As a vesult
they ave leaving conditions inside the metro-
politan arven that are intolerable. 1t is not
hecause those who are carrying on the duties
of’ local goverument are disgruntled ov are
lazy, that they are complaining they ean:
not carry on their road econstrnction. It
is not because of any dissatisfaction and lax-
itv that roads are being elosed. Tt is done
" for the obvious reason that the taxis, motor
huses, lorries and trucks have inereased omt
of all bounds during recent ycars, and have
cast upon the loeal anthorities an ever-iu-
ereasing burden and difficulty regarding the
condition of the roads. Tt is certain thaf
before long the profit ihat flows from the
increased use of petrol and power-driven
vehicles must be tapped at some source fo
maintain the economieal and efficient con-
dition of the roads. By that means the
wear and tear could be attended to and the
roads kept in good order. Tf the problem
is great to-day, in five years' time it will be
so much greater. Our position is not dif-
ferent from that experienced in other parts
of the world, where the traffiec problem, in
its relation to revenue, is causing great diffi-
culties. I will mention the municipalities of
Claremoni and Cottesloe that are within the
boundaries of my electorate. They are tied
down definitely by an Aect of Parliament.
They eannot spend more than n cerfain
amount of money and they bave no means
of raising additional funds. Yet the prob-
lem confronting them increnses four or five
times every year. The position has to be
faced and T hope that there will be legisla-
tion shortly to deal with the question suf-
fieiently to enable the local governing bodies
to mainfain their roads in a reasonably good
«ondition.

Mr. Davy: Would not amalgamnation help¥

Mr. NORTH: Yes. T have previously
Adealt with that phase nf the question; in
fact it is becoming almost an annual tepie
for me to diseuss. There should be some
redistribution of boundaries so as to enable
four or five local bodies to eombine in the
purehage of necessarv plant and so forth.

. Mr. NORTH: Quite so.
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Mr. Davy: What is the point of having
the Claremont Road Board and the Clare-
mont Municipal Counecil?

What is the
point? The whole problem confronting
local auihorities will have to be gone into
thovoughly. Perhaps that could not be dealt
with satisfactorily by the mere introduction
of a Bill to amend the Municipalities Act.
It might be better if a Royal Commission
or a seleet committee were appointed to go
into the position thoroughly. Such a body
might he able to thrash out the problems in-
volved in fnanecial and other directions.
Mr. Clydesdale: And amalgamation, too.

‘M, NORTH: Yes. 1 have advoeated that
tor a long time. In Australin we have dealt
with the linaneial position from the wrong
sngle,” We are trying to do things upside
down ; we are trying to balance on our apex.
The Federal Government take by Ear the
largest share of our funds. The next big-
gest share goes to the State Government,
léaving those who have by far the smallest
revenue—the local governing authorities—
to carry practically all the burden on their
shoulders. 1f it is impossible to interferc
with the Federal side of the question, and
if the State demands must be met, then per-
haps it may be possible, by consultation
with the Federal and State Governments, to
arrive at some means by which the position
of the local authorities will be relieved.
Petrol is being used to an ever-increasing
extent and the same may be said regarding
motor tyres. Therefore, the money that
follows the motor trade should be tapped
at some convenient sonrece for the purpose
of maintaining the roads in the metropolitan
area, just as it is tapped to-day for roads
in the country districts. T will not say more
on this question at the present stage becanse
it does not require reiteration or elabora.
tion. Tt requires to he dealt with. T hope
we will have an opportunity of dealing with
legizlation to eope with the pesition to some
extent during the present session. There is
ane question that is not often dealt with in
the House, but which, T think, is of some
importance. T refer to the fish supplies n
the estuaries from the Swan to Alhany and
thenee around the coast. Tt has been said
hv prominent fishermen that in 25 or 30
vears time our estuaries will be eleaned ont
of edible fish. We look on and say nothing,
Lut take things for granted. We conelude
that as the metropolitan area is growing
it. iz natural that the requirements of our
ineroased popnlation- must inevitably mean
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that the tish wiil be cleaned out of our water-
ways. But that is not the position. I am
informed by those who have studied the
fishing business in other parts of the world
as well as here that, with a little attention,
the Swan River and the estuaries along our
eoast, which formerly teemed with fish, but
where to-day one cannot, comparatively
speaking, sce a fish at all, could easily be
stocked or the fish at least protected in vari-
ous ways. The first method J would suggest
coneerns the shag menace. I an told that
the shags are protected and that the birds
are looked upon as important landmarks on
the river. [ nnderstand that a healthy adult
shag is able to consume 8lbs. of fish per
day. That represents an enormous quantity
per annum. When it is realised that there
are perhaps 10,000 shags on the Swan River
alone—that is an estimate given to me by
a competent fisherman—we ¢an appreciate
the qnantitv of edible fish consumed each
vear. It is easy, then, to understand why
the fish are disappearing from the viver.
The question arises as to why the shay is
vrotected. 'What virtnes are there in the
shag? That query wonld make a good head-
ing for a column in the Press. Tt is hard
to understond why we have proteeted the
shag on the Swan and on the various estu-
aries. . I would commend_ that point to the
Chief Inspector of Tisheries for his con-
sideration. The question is a really serions
one for the State, for we are faced with a
large'y increased population and the dis-
appearance of a source of wealth. Why
shonld our various holiday resorts be spoiled
merely hecause of our negleet to cope with
the shag menace? T am informed that the
nesting places of the birds are known and
that if proper steps were taken the shags
aonld be eleaned up within two years.

Mr. Davy: Where are the nesting places?

Mr. NORTH: At Rotinest and on the
islands along the coast. The nesting places
are far from homan habitation. No possible
rood can eome out of a shag; the bird is
of no use whatever, Tt merely destroys 8lbs.
nf fish per day; yet if a person should raise
a rifle to shoot one, T believe he could bhe
prosecuted. T do not think it is fair to
say that the shag should be proteeted be-
eanse it eats cobblers, the sting of which ia
very painful.

Hon. 3. Tavlor: And the cobbler is »
wood edible fish.

Mr. NORTH: Considering that thousunds
of pounds worth of fish have gone to waste
as the result of the depredations of shaps,
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something should be done to remedy the
position, 1 will mention another direction
in which the Chief Inspector of Fisheries
eould receive eonsiderable assistanee. I refer
to the netting of fish in our rivers. T re-
cently mentioned this matter by way of a
question in the House and the reply I re-
ceived was that all possible action was being
taken by the authorities. As a matter of
Fact, it is known by those who frequent the
river that the regulations are flagrantly
broken, There are men on the lockout in
case the police launch should steam down-
river. It is like having a brass bond p'aying
to announce the coming of the launch, so
easily ean she be spotted from a distance.
The fact that illegal netting ecan take place
in the eirenmstanee is bad enough, but the
fact that men are using very small mesh
nets is worse still. Common sense will tell
ns that if o mesh small enough to enteh
a minnow is used, the result will be that ali
the young fish in the river will be desfrayed.
The time has come when we should deal
with matters relating to fishing in the estu-
aries from D’erth down the coast to Albany
and heyvond. Tf that were done it weunld
be of advantage to holiday makers snd alsn
to the State itself, becanse of the inercased
wealth that would be available frem our
cstnaries as time went on. I shall not say
anytbing further but will content myself
with diseussing various items that affect my
electorate.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [9.40]: I do not
propose to detain the House for long but
will merely deal with one or two matters
in relation to wmining and land settlement.
[ am not at all satisfed regarding the way
in which & scheme from whieh T had hoped
much good would vesnlt, has heen operating.
I refer to the establishment of advisory
mining hoards, I am not satisfied that the
resnlts we anticipated have been nhtnined.

Hon. Q. Taylor: They have done nothinz
at all.

Mr. CORBOY: I wonld not say that, but
[ do feel that the boards have merely taken
from the shounlders of some officials of the
Mines Department work that was formerly
done as efficiently by those officials.

Hon. G. Taylor: More expeditiously and
hotter,

Mr CORBOY: I will not agree to that
atatement, either. It has not been mv
experience. Cartainly the boards have
earried out their work at least as efficiently
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and expeditionsly, but I do not know that
we have gnined anything by their establish-
ment. | consider the officers of the depart-
went were carrying on the sme work and.
to sume extent, they are still earvying on
the work they were Jdoing before the boards
were established.

Hen, G. Taylor: LUave you auny idea
what Lhe cstablishment of the boards hus
cost ¥

Mr, CORBOY : 1 understand the cost has
uot been great.

lion. G. Taylor: That is not what the
Minisler stated.

8lr. CORBOY: 1 am given to understand
that it has not been costly at all. * Un the
ather hand, 1 feel that the boards have not
heen given the power, nor have they been
allowed by the Minister—1 am not speak-
ing particularly of the present Minister for
Mines or of the previous Minister—to do
the work that 1 am sure all goldfields memn-
hers hoped they wounld be expeeted to do.
1 would like to see the loecal advisory
boards given power to initiate, in an ad-
visory capacity, schemes for bering or for
other exploratory work underground in
various parts of our mining fields, whether
active mining operations are being carried
vn there or not. At present netmng can
be done until active mining work 1s earried
on in a partienlar loeality and application
is made to the depariment for assistance.
The advisory board concerned is then askesl
to report on ghe advisability or otherwise
of granting the assistance. The boards
should have power to initiate schemes 1
test the merits of fields that are not being
mined but which, in the opinion of the
boards, ure worthy of investigation. I also
feel that the services of the State Mining
Engineer are not being utilised as they
should be. That officer at preseny 1=
nothing more than a glorified elerk doing
office routine work and drawing up paper
reports in an office in Perth. The State
Minine Engineer, because of his trainins
and rapacity, should be used more for
advisory purposes to enable showsa that are
in active production or being brought into
production, to develop on the right Tines.
But instesd of utilising his services aw
mining engineer to determine the hest
underground policy or the hest treatmenr
plant policy of a show, we are nsing him
as we ns¢ many genior clerieal nfMeers aid-
ministering offices in Perth, T am sare 1
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is not necessary to get a man certificated
as a member of the Institate of Mining
Enginéers to do oftice work. If that is al
that is necessary in a State Mining ln-
gineer, let us have s non-technical man, and
et irg use the difference in monetary value
of the two men to some better purpose. !
think our present State Mining Engineer,
Mr. Montgoniery, or whoever may sueceeed
him when shortly he will retire from thay
position, should be expected to Iay down
the policy of development and the type of]
freatment plant ngeessary to our existing
shaws.

My, Davy: There is administering the
department already a non-technieal man.

My, CORBOY: Not only is there a non-
technical hiead of the department, but the
assistant Lead also is & non-technical mau,
and each of them is assisted by various
other non-technical men who are quite
capable of doing all the clerical work neces-
sary. 1 am not quarrelling with what M.
Montgomery has done. He has simply done
what has been expected of him by varions
Ministers of Mines over a long period of
years; but I say that Mr. Montgomery, with
his training, can be used in a much more
valuable way to the mining industry than
by putting him in an offiee in Perth and
expecting him to carry out elerieal duties.
1 also think that the Central Mining
Board should have its Ffunctions ex-
tended to give it greater power to direet
the policy of a mine in which Government
funds are being ecxpended. The hoard,
instead of deciding whether two or three
prospeetors shounld receive £20 worth of Gov.
ernment siores to enable them to go our
prospecting, should be engaged in the actnzl
direction of the policy and management of
some of the higger shows in whieh Govern-
ment funds are being expended for the pur-
poses of testing. Whan a big show, n mine
reslly worth while, is in reeeipt of Govern-
ment finaneial asistanee, one e¢an assume thal
its position is due to lack of foresight in man-
agement and development during the preced-
ing years. That heing so, the Central Min-
ing Board should consist of men competent
ta take over the actual direction of the de-
velopment and management of that show and
put it on its feet. After all, iff a good mine
s at low tide financially and needs Govern-
ment assistance, it is evidence of lack of com-
petenee in the management and development
of the show. So the Central Mining Board
shonld he eompetent to divect the poliey «f
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that show and see to it that the Government
funds going into the mine are expended in a
way that will thoroughly test the mine and
determine whether or not it is worth while
going on with it. \We have in my own elee-
torate instanees of the grossest possible
waste of Government funds in assisting
mines, simply because there was ne power
vested an such a body as the Central Min-
ing Board to direct the expenditure of the
money, _

lon. G. Taylor: What about the State
Mining Engineer?

Mr. CORBOY : He was sitting in his offiec
in Perth, as he was expected to do.

Hen. G. Tayler: That is not expected of
him at all :

Mr. CORBOY: 1 say that for a long
period of years sueccessive Ministers for
Mines have expected to have the State Min-
ing ngineer at their ethow in Perth, instead
ot his being out in the field.

Hon. G. Taylor: He should be {argely in
the field.

Mr. CORBOY: Of course he should he.
That is wy point. T was going to give the
instance of a mine that the hon, member has
secn muny times when travelling through
my electorate. I refer to Fraser's Mine at
Sonthern Cross, in which during the first
three-year period for which I was member
for Yilgarn, no less than £5,000 of Govern-
ment money was deliberately wasted in baling
water out of the mine inlo the main strect.
In a period of three years not one ton of ore
was broken out of that mine- and erushed.
The man who gat the £5,000 simply sat back
drawing £10 per week driving the engine
that was doing the baling. And direetly
the Government said, “No more till you got
ont a erushing,” he walked off the show, and
within a very few days of baling ceasing
the mine was again flooded. It wonld eost
another £5,000 to bale out the mine to-day.
T say that is wrong.

Hon. . Taylor: What was the Mines De-
partment doing oll that time?

Mr. CORBOY : Perhaps the Minister ean
explain that. T eannot.

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt was bad administra-
tion.

Mr. CORBOY: It was certainly a gross
waste of publie funds. I agree with my
friend that it was had administration. How-
ever, [ had nol intended to say that, because
it oceurred during the period in which the
Government supported by my friend sat on
this side. It was a fanlt of the system of
adminstration in the department, not of
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any parlieular government that happened
to be in olfice. Had the State Mining En-
gineer and his officers had the power, or had
the Central Mining Board had the power,
to manage and control the developmeni of
shows in which Government moneys were
being expended on a lavish seale, that eouid
not have oceurred.

Ton. G. Taylor: The State Mining La-
ginecr recomends all advances in mining ven-
tures,

AMr. CORBOY: 1t is rather extraordinary
—ong¢ does not like saying this—that sowme.
times the show that should get an advance
does not get it, whilst the show that should
not get it sceures it every time. During the
last 18 onths of the three-year period io
whick L have referred I refused to have
anything to do with nany request to
the department for (finaneial assistance.
Although the Minister was aware of the
stand I had taken in regard to assist-
ing Fraser’s Mine, he still continued to
pour money inte the sink. I made him ae-
guainted with my attilude, yet within a week
of my telling him what 1 thought of the posi-
tion he granted a further £500 of that £5,000)
advance. 8o if is difficult somelimes to un-
derstand why these things oceur. We reguire
to veorganise the whole of the department
and give somehody authority to dirert the de-
velopment and management of any show in
which Government moneys are heing ex-
pended.  The expert knowledge available
in the Mines Depariment and the Geolowieal
Survey Depariment should be used more than
it is at present for the investigation and de-
velopment of our basc metal deposits, Both
onr Mines Department and ounr Geologieal
Swrvey Department  have concentrated tvo
much on gold. Many of our mining people
caunot think of mining in any other term
than gold. That is largely due to the fact that
our Mines Department and our Genlogical
Survey Department themselves have not done
all that might have heen expected of them
in pointing out the values of our mnse metal
deposits.

Mr. Davy: You have one officer in the de-
partment o look after petrolenm.

My, CORBOY: My friend reminds me of
another member of this Chamher whe ought
to know better, but whe wanted to know
what we were doing keeping an oil man in
the Geological Survey Department, becanse
we had a petrologist there. The faet remains
that it would perhaps astenish most members
to look up the Public Service list and sec
the number of technical officers associated
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with vur Geological durvey Department and
our Department of Mines. We have mineral-
ogists, petrologists, and ail sorts of experts
who nre undoubtedly very competent, and
whose aivice and knowledge should be of
the greatest possible benefit to Western Aus-
tralia. But uafortunately their services are
not being availed of as they should be to
assist the mining industry and particularly to
assist in the development of our base metal
deposits. There is one officer who in my
inexpert and non-technical opinion should
devote at least nine-tenths of his time to field
work. I worked in the Geolagical Survey
Department tor nearly 12 months, and in the
whole of that tume that oflicer never once
went out of the office to do any work. The
whole of his activities were eonfined to work
inside the office, and in my opinion he
would have been at least ten times more
valuable in the field directing and help-
ing in the development of our mineral
deposits. That position unfortunately exists
right through the department. 1t 1s very
much more congenial for a man to work all
the time in an olfice in Perth than to go oul
in the fields for two or three months, sub-
jecting bimself to fairly rough travelling
and camping in order io assist the various
mining companies and others. Those officers,
because they are not goaded to take the field,
tind it more convenient to remain in their
olliges. L hope some reorganisation of the
departiment will be undertaken to enable us
to make greater use of the technical advice
of the officers available. Kvery member re-
presenting a goldfields constituency knows
that the bulk of the time of departmental
oflicers is occupied in making reports of very
small value on all sorts of tinpot applica-
tions, Ollicers drawing fairly considerable
salaries are detailed to make reports on all
sorts of tiddlywinking things that shouid not
occupy their attention at all. They should be
engaged in making comprehensive reports to
determine the commercial possibilities of the
various mineral deposits throughout the
State, and even if it took two, three or five
years to set forth the commercial possibilities
in definite form, the time should be devoted
to the work. Assistance to prospectors could
be granted on a more liberal scale than has
been the practice so far. 1 do not wish to
Iabour this point, because 1 understand the
Minicter is now considering the advisableness
of dealing with certain matters in my elee-
torate, and T have no desire to aftempt to
prejudiee or inflnence his decision. The de-

[49]
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paruseuty Buw e, coudd lake a broader view
el Lle mgkigr Lo gy ol Lbelr owu costs,
Lracuedl nen Know thal the cost of wakng
@ crusbungg, for instance, lrom Mudinoew L
Lue Lougardie dtate battery 15 ot eoulned
to the carluge, rauway and battery cuarges,
1t 15 necessary for u man to accompany L
crushinyg to the batlery to see it go through,
and tual Sometimes volves a forfaight's
stay i Cooigardie, dwmmg whieh time Le
wmust spend a few shilings. Uhat expenditure
ought 10 be added to the cost of getting the
cruslung through. A prospector 18 bampered
througn not having crushing facilities handy
lo the piace where le is geiting the ore.
Prospectors i my distriet find the cosh of
walpny a grave handicap. They have no
grievance opn the score of Ghe assistance
granted on cartage and railage, nor on the
score of the charges made by the Coolgardie
State battery. ‘“he assistance given is as
liberal as it possibly could be, but the giit
is compietely knocked off the crushing by
reason of & man baving to go to Ucolgardie
and bang about there for ten days or a fort-
night while his crushiug goes through.

Hon. . Taylor: That is the most expen-
sive part of the process.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes; a man might take in
a 20-ton erushing that goes half an ounce to
the ton. The department’s figures would show
that be had made a handsome profit, but
atter he had knocked around Coolgardie for
a fortnight, not much of the profit would
be left. The depariment might well stretch
a point for the benefit of men engaged in
active prospecting and development, even if
it meant the loss of a few pounds, by pro-
viding c¢rushing facilities on the spot. It has
struck ine that the Government have been
somewhat insistent on the eentral goldfields
mining companies doing their job as laid
down in the report of Mr. Kingsley Thomas.
True, the QGovernment have not refused to
assist the companies; as a matter of faet
this week the Government gave evidenee of
a desire to assist the companies wherever
possible, bui they have not been as generous
as they would have been had the companies
immediately given effeet to Mr. Kingsley
Thomas's suggestions, On the other hand,
Mr. Kingsley Thomas recommended the Gov-
ernment to do certain things, and the Gov-
ernment have not heen nearly so insistent in
carrying out the recommendations that ap-
plied to them. Mr. Kingsley Thomas made a
couple of recommendations which, if given
effect to, wonld prove of considerable henefit
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to the indnstry.  When the Minister for
Mines is dealing with the development of
mining I hope he will not lose sight of those
recommendations, Particularly do I hope he
will recognise the value of making more ex-
tended use of the undoubted technical know-
ledge available amongst the officers of the de-
partment. Let us have clerks if clerks are
needed, but do not use highly skilled techni-
cal officers to do elerical work. Let us have
the benefit of their ability to. diteet mining
shows, and thus. make some tangible effort
to place mining on a sounder basis than it
oecupies fo-day. : Let me refer to the devel-
opment of the South-Eastern portion of
the State; I speak of the country. lying
south of the eastern goldfields line and.east
of the spur lines running out from the
Great Southern railway. . In the eastern
portion of the State there is a huge territory
that has scarvcely been tapped. There is a
little settlement at Ravensthorpe, mnot a
great deal, and efforts have been made in
the last few years to establish settlement on
a comprehensive seale in the Esperance-
northwards area. In addition there is con-
siderable territory available that T hope will
be used to a much greater extent in the next
year or two than it has been so far. T am
more concerned about the method by which
the country will be opened up and developed
rather than the question whether it will be
developed. T consider that the land hunger
now existing will force the development of
that conntry, and so T fee! more concerned
abont the methods of development to he em-
ploved. Lying south of Southern Cross is
the biggest continuous area of first-class
country that exists anywhere in Western
Australia. It is known as the Forestania
belt. and survevors who have already made
a rough classifieation and survey of it esti-
mate that it is ecapable of absorbing between
1.500 and 1,600 settlers. That is enormous.
We have an area of country there capable
of carrying L500 or 1,600 settlers each with
a block of 1,000 acres in one continuous belt.
Unfortunately that land lies some distance
from present rail communication, It ex-
tends from some 40 miles sonth of Southern
Cross to about 110 miles, and is 30 to 40
miles wide. It lies from 80 fo 90 miles east
of the present spur lines running eestwards
from the Great Soufhern line. An extensive
railway poliey is necessary to open up that
ferritory,  Despite that, the area of land
available justifies whatever expenditure is
necessary to carry ont the job.

"patches of boree,
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Hon, (. Taylor: Is it nll wheat landf

Mr. CORBOY: Yes. I have been right
through it. It is a continuous belt of heavy
salmon gum and gimlet forest.  There is
practically nothing but salmon and gimlet

in it. There are a few patches of boree but
not many.
Mr, Griffiths: Is there any morrel$

Mr. CORBOY : I have never seen a morrel

‘tree in that locality. It is all salmon gum
and gimlet. There is a little mallee amongst

the salmon and gimlet, and there are a few
The whole of that coun-
try, as any practical farmer koows, is
emmently siiitable for wheat production.
That area alone is ‘capable of settlmg be-
‘tween 1,500 and 1,600 settlers. Tt is a mosi
valuab1e asset fo the State. IKnowing how
xaluah]e ft is’T am sure it will be opened
up I am most concerned, however, ahout

the method in whieh it will he opened up.

_ Hon, @. Taylox:
water on it? _ ,

Mr. CORBOY : 1.believe some mining has
been done there, and wherever water has
been struek it has been salt, as is usual in
salmon gum country,

. Hen. G. Tavlor: Arve there any vocks
there available .for eatchment?

Mr. CORBOY: There are five splendid
rock wells along the track inside that belt.
There is good water in each of them. They
are Government wells, and have been pro-
perly eonstrueted and protected against
vermin. The vatehment is quite good. Most
of the country is uondulating and there is
practically nothing flat about it. The Fn-
gineer-in-Chief has put np n comprehensive
scheme for the construction of two prin-
cipal trunk railways through the sonth-
eastern part of the State. I hope that before
the Government come to any decision as to
the adoption of his scheme, thev will alse
give the Railway Advisory Board every op-
portunity to submit their ideas as to the
best method of opening up that part of the
State. I have gone into both reports as
thoroughly as possible, and am satisfied that
the board has just as sound a scheme as has
the Engineer-in-Chief. I hope the Govern-
ment will satisfy themselves heyond all
doubt as to which authority is right before
coming to any decision as to the method to
be followed in apening up that part of the
State, T regret very much the position that
exists in eonnection with farming in the
Ravensthorpe area, For some 20 years over

There would be surface
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100,000 acres have been alienated in that
district. Despite this only 8,000 acres ave
ubder erop. A few settlers have played the
game, have developed their holdings, and
are doing their best to pioncer the districl
and place it on a sound fonting.

Mr. Griffiths: Freights have killed wheat
erowing there.

Mr. CORBOY: The great majority of
those who took up fhis land have lung on
to it ever sinee Tor speeulative purpeses and
ltave not done a tap to ift. Fad everyone
donte what these few settlers have done, there
would have been no question of freights,
heeanse all hands wounld have bheen ahle to
charter a ship and send their wheat away
as was deme af Espernnce.  Those few
settlers are faced with an almost impossible
position.  If they do not wet velief they
mnst go off the land after all their vears
of work, Beeausc of the smallness of
the district there is only one wheat huyer
there, and the settlers must arcept what-
ever price is offering.  In addition {o
this bhurden, they have to face a freight of
no less than 1174d. per hushel from Ravens-
thorpe 1o the Fremantle wharf,  That is
doehle the highest Treight existing in any
part of the vailway system of the Siate, The
hicrhest freight is from Nyabing to Freman-
tle, The Ravensthorpe settlers have to rail
their wheat Trom Hopetoan and then ship
it to Albany or Fremantle, and for this they
have to pay 11%d. per hushel. There has
heen a reduetion of no less than one-third tn
the freight since T have represented the dis-
trict. Before that it was not less than ls.
3d. a hnshel. Tast vear the settlers had to
aceept 4s. 2d. a bushel and face a freight
of 113%d. They are in an impossible posi-
tion, and eannot rarry on. T hape it will he
posgible either to give them some relief as to
the freights, or in some other direetinn, such
ns foreing the other owners of the land in
the district to put it to proper nse. Tf the
Tand were all hronght nnder enltivation, this
wonld solve the diffienlty of the settlers, for
sufficient wheat conld he produced to enable
them to fill a ship of their own and send
their wheat direet to some Furopean port.

MT. Thomson: The present settlers are in
urgent need of relief.

Mr. CORBOY : Yes, that is so. The diffi-
cnlties confronting themn mnst be faced, and
they must be given some relief. Tf one
stnrted ont to snbsidise wheat growing, T
do not know where it wonld end.
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Mr. Thomson: Beeause of their peeuliar
virewnstances, these people arce entitled to
favournble constderation.

Ar. Davy: 1t would end at abont the same
place as il would end in lhe case of sub-
sidising gold mining.

Mr. CORBOY : These people have put up
an exceptionally gzood light after & long
period of years.

Hon. G. Taylor: A reduction in freight
would not be a sufficient eonsideration for
them.

Mr. Thomson: They conld be given a
throngh bill of lading.

Mre. CORBOY : They have that at preseut.
There is not mneh to quarrel about with re-
gard to the State shipping service. That ser-
viee gave the whole of the reduction that was
seeured on the last oceasion. It is the Rail-
way Dopartment, unfortunately, which has
sat tight. The only solution seems to he
that the Government should subsidise the
earriage of that wheat. Personally I am not
a serap coneerned as to where the eoneession
eomes from : that is the Treasurer’s joh, The
position of those people is hopeless at pre-
sent, espeeially as they are heing foreed,
vear after wear, to accept 3d. or 4d. per
hushe! helow Wostern Australian parity for
their wheat. T sineerely hope action will
he taken hy the Government not only to
snhsidise or nssist in some wayv the carriage
of that wheat to its market, but also to force
intn produetion lands held for speculative
purposes over so many vears in that dis-
trict. Tf the whole of the lands taken up in
the distriet had been hronght into production.
mdouhtedly the difficulties of the settlers in
rerard to freight wounld have solved them-
solvos hy this time. The greater part of the
Iand there is not earrying a grain of wheat
or a head of stock to-day. T ask that the
law he enforced in rezard to such nnused
land. From the intending settler’s point of
view. all the land worth taking up in the
district has alreadv bheen alienated, though
a ereat deal of it is not heing nsed. T hope
the Government will avail themselves of the
nowers vested in them and force that land
intn prodnetion. thus helping towards a
=olntion of the freight problem. While an
the 1and anestion T wish to state that despite
the Jeremiahs. the neonle who have asserted
that the Sonthern Cross, Vilzarn, and Bull-
finch areas are capsble of wrodueing only
one hushel per arre. two of the most respon-
sihle afficers nf the Aericultural Department
have declared that those arens will prohahly
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top the State average for wheat production
this year. | admit straight out that the dis-
triet has had an exeeptional season, nearly
live inehes of rain falling in Neptember. §
assure the Treasuver, and also the Minister

for Lands, that there is no misunder-
standing in the minds of (he settlers.
They realise that the season has heen

exeeptional, and Ministers need not feav
any motor car mania heeanse of 21 and
22-bushel erops on most of the properties
there this vear. The settlers also realise
that they will not get such a sezson next
year, but probably a normal season, and thai
therefore they mnst go in for sheep, the
combination of wheat and sheep, Before
they can do that, however, it is essential
that they should have something in {he
nature of an established water supply. The
settlers are practically alongside the gold-
fields main, and I appeal to the Treasurer
to take np once more the question of retien-
lating the area frem the mains, thus en-
ahling the settlers to stock their holdings ns
they should. There is no doubt about the
stoek-carrying capaeity of the countrv. [f
the Honorary Minister assisting in the ad-
ministration of the Lands Department were
here, he wonld tell members, as T do, that
alongside the cleared roads the feed is as
high as the erops, which are magnificeni.
The erops are clean, and slongside the road«
there iz a wonderful crowth of feed this
vear. With water facilities available, an
enormous quaniity of stock would be car-
ried in the distriet. T hope the time is net
far distant when the Government will have
the money available to open up that area.
A start should be made by running onf key
maing to set points, and there erecting
standpipes.

Mr., E. B. Johnston: Are the dingoes n
trouble®

Mr. CORBOY: Not yet; but they wiil
become troublesome, and it may be neeessary
to provide against them. The settlers have
always recognised that, and it is not uncom-
mon in pasging through the district to sco
posts already in the ground for dog-proof
fencing, which iz being done first instead
of last in that distriet. Tt may come as
a surprise to members when T tell them that
from Sonthern Cross to Bullfinech, and cast
of the line from Sounthern Cross to Bull-
finch, not west oF it, there will be exported
this year, it is estimated, 38,000 hags of
wheat. That is a magnificent achievement
for the second harvest of those people. So
one can sgy that althongh the season has
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been wonderful, the district has proved it-
sell, has proved that we have not even yel
pushed  agriculturat  development oo far
vast, | hope the Government will male
every effort to conlinue the investigations
alveady stavted in the distriet, and show how
the land ean best be utilised. 1 trust the
points I have advaneed will veceive some
attention from the Ministers for Lands and
Mines, and that we shall eontinne fo have
the =ame aelivities in the fatwre asx we have
had in the past.

ME. SLEEMAN (Fremaniie) [10.207:
The Kslimates For this vear <how a deerease
in the revenue to be derived from the Fre
manlle llavhaur Trst, owing to the large
ameunt of dredeing rendered necessary by the
washaway of ithe Fremantle railway hridae
last vear. AL first the deerease struek me a=
remarkable; but as the rvesult of inquiries
I have discovered that the effect of the wash-
away was to silt up part of the harbour,
Althongh as a 2eneral rule the Harhour
Works Department o the dredwing, in thix
particular ease there has been some negli-
genee on the part of the Railwav Depart-
ment.  The Government propose that dwe-
ing the coming vear the cost of dredeing
shall be a debit against the 1Tarbonr Trust.
That is wrong logieally. The eost shauld he
debited to the Railway Dhepartinent, who are
responsihle for the sitthae up ol the iavbonr,
It will wean that the revenue from
the trast will be less this vonr. T think the
whole syslemn is wrong,  Governments have
rezarded the Fremantle Hocbonr Trust as
i good mileh eow.  Prom the Harbour Trost
there comes abhout £104,000 every venr inie
Consolidated Revenune, and no Governmen|
will let that go lightly. While that revenue
is going into the fands of (he Siate every
vear, works are being enrried out from loan
funds on which we have to pay interest. |
belicve the Harhour Trust should he mowe
self-coninined and shonld be allowed to re-
tain the profits for nse in connection with the
maintenanece and improvement of the harhour.
I believe we eould go further than that and
allow the trust to foat leans for neecessary
work in the Fremantle harboar. T will not
proeced farther with that peint, hut I think
it 15 a question that shonid receive attention,
hecause the procedure proposed seems to Io
departing from the usnal method nnder which
money for dredging instend of heing debited
agninst the harbour works is to be debited
against the Harbour Trust. The pace ab
which the reconstrnetion of Vietoria Quav
is proeeding s far too slow, and at the pres-
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ent yate it will be wany years before the
work is completed.  Work has been proceed-
ing on Victoria QJuay for a long time and
vet not very much has been done. Unless
the work is speeded up, both in conneetion
with the Vietoria Quay and with the North
Whart as well, each whavt will be in a dan-
gerous condition. So far as the bridge is
concerned, T will leave anytbing I have te
say until the Loan Estimates are before us
I expeel that provision will be made for that
work, but whether or not ¥ shall be dizap-
pointed | ennnot say. [ hope the provision
will be made, in which event | shall he saved
from speaking aboul something thatr should
have heen included. There 15 another matter
to whieh T desire to refer because it indicates
how one department is able to over-vide an-
other. Jt is trne ihat [ am somewhat of a
aew chum in this Tlouse, hut 1 eannot quite
understand how one Minister seems to be able
lo over-vide another Minister. Some time
ago T had oeea~ion to refer to the treatment
meted out to a school teacher at the most west-
ern part of my electorate, Rottnest Island.
The little homd of control operating
there deeided that the sehool teacher had been
wasting water and withont ado they cut off
the water from his quarters and established
it in the paddock adjoining the school. T
protested to the Minister for Eduecation and
a few weeks afferwards T received the fol-
lowing veply from him:—

With reference to yonr inferview with me

reeently on fhe subjeet of the Rettnest Sehool,
T have ta inform you that the Works Depart-
ment have bheen asked to arrange for the pre-
vigion of a tap in the school vard and one in
the tencher’s quarters.
That seemed satisfactory and T thought 1 was
making progress. A few weeks later T re-
ceived the following lefter from the Works
Department :(—

With rofevence to the inguiry you made with
regard to the provision of a tap at the school
quarters at Rottnest, T have, by direction, to
inform you that an order was given for a tap
to be supplied, but only just before the regular
boat serviee eoased, and endeavours are now
heing made to get the secretarv of the board
to utilise the serviecs of one of his men to fix
the tap.

T immediately eommunicated the contents of
the letter to the sehool teacher at Rottnest.

Mr. Thomson: You thought vour job was
done.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T thought the water tap
difficulty had heen fixed up and that I would
not hear any further eomplaints on that
score from the island. A few days after the
Minister for Works had returned from the
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Eastern States—he was appointed fo the
position of President of the Rottnest Board
of Control as well—he paid a visit of in-
spection to Rottnest Istand. When he re-
inrned to the mainland I received the fol-
lowing letter from the Works Department:—

Adverting to my letter of the 10th inst. re-

garding the provision of a tap at the school
quarters at Rottonest, T have to inform youm
that my hon. Minister inquired into this mat-
ter when he was at Rottnest on Saturday, and
he states that good rensons cxisted for the re-
moval of the tap, and that it will not work
hardship to the children, and those to whom it
may cause some inconvenience have themselves
io biame.
That sounds very nice! In these days when
we stand for Dritish justice, we should ex-
peet  hoth  sides to be heard. —We
should expeet that a Minister would realise
that there were two sides to the question.
The Minister for Works heard one side of
the case only, He acecepted the ex parte
statements of interested persons and did
not hear the version of the school teacher at
all. The least the Minister could have done
was to give the sehool teacher a hearing.

Hon, G. Tavlor. He sent the Honorary
Minister to conduct an inquiry.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T went to the Minister
for Kdueation shortly afterwards and pro-
tested to him about the see-saw way the
pmsiness had heen dealt with, and later | ve-
ecived a letter from Mv. Drew.

AMr. E. B. Johnston: You should have a
Cahinet meeting lo deal with such a matter.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister for Edun-
vation wrote as follows:—

Turther to my letter of the 20th April, re-
lative to the water supply at the Rottnest
gehool, T now regret to inform you that the
Minister for Works iz nnable to authorise the
desired conneetion. The Miunister advises me
that he liag persomnally looked into the matter,
and he gtates that good reasons existed for
the removal of the tap. e is of the opinion
that the children will not suffer any hardship.
Members will see that notwithstanding that
Mr. Drew first investigated the case and
found that the tap should be restored, the
Minister for Works deecided that it should
not be restored.

Mr. Thomson: That shows how closely
Ministers attend to their dufies.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: T hope the tap will
not wreck the Government.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I hope not. This may
seem a small matter, but there is an im-
portant principle involved. Owing to the
action of the Minister for Works the school-
master or his wife will be put to ineonven-
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ienee and seping that the man is next deor
to a eripple 1 consider the treatment ex-
tended to lim extremely harsh. It the mau
had been wasting water, [ still say that the
treatiment was harsh. The board decided to
cut the water off without giving him a chanece
at all.

Mr. K. B. Johnston:
installed?

Mr. SLEEMAN: There ave no meters
there.  Other people at Rottnest can have
waler throughboui their houses und in their
hath rooms and so on, yet hecanse this man
is supposed to have wasted a litfle water, he
is pat to this inconvenience. It wmay bhe
snid that people in the eountry have to suffer
greater harvdghips, but that does not ex-
cuse the treatment that was meted out td
the tencher at Rottnest. L have never
heard of such a thing being done before,
although I know water has heen cut off
when people have not heen able to pay their
rates.

M. Lindsay: T have done it myself hun-
dreds of times when people have wasted
water.

Mr. SLEEMAN @ Were they your em-
ployees?

Mr. Lindsay: No. T was emploved to do
it. That was once of my jobs at the time.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T will not take np any
Further time in dealing with this question.
Members seem inclined to take the tap as
a joke, but if they were in the position of
the sehool teacher they would not reeard
it as such. Tt is all very well to talk of
watters of mational interest in the House,
but when we find that one of onr electors
is getting anything bat a fair deal, it is
lime to bring the matter forward. Cer
tainly it is the little things that count.
Other items here I shall be able to deal
with on the separate divisions, but had T
not got up when I did T should not have
heen able to ventilate that gricvance.

Vote put and passed.

I"ote—Legislative 1ssembly, £2,728:

Ttem, Members’ Postage and Telegrams
£325:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Vote last year
was £325, and the actual expenditure was
€375, The original stamp allowance was
exhausted at the end of March, and an
excess vote of £50 was granted. That ran
out at the end of April. During May and
June many membars had none of their
allowance left, and had to pay pretty
heavily, for they eonld not get any stamps
at all. T understand that ten members of

Had he a meter
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the House draw £10 each, while the othe:
40 draw £5 each. It is a question whethe
something permanent shonld not he dong
if in the future the fund should be ex
hansted. Certainly provision should he
made that those members who suffered las
year shonld not he left lamenting agair
this year.

The PREMIER: 1t is very kind of the
hon. member to take np the case for othem
members, T shonld imagine hat if evers
member was so prolific a writer as the hon.
memher wha has spoken, the allowanec
wontd require to he trebled. T do not say
the hon. member should not use hig allow-
anee,  Probably he uses it to good putpose.
But in voars past the amount set down lerg
has heen snfficient, wntil it eame to lasi
vear, when of conrse we had a general elee-
tion, which largely increased the demands
upon members’ stamps. Sinee we do no
expect to have a general election this vear.
we should be able to get throngh on the
amount set down. For many years aftex
T entered the House there was ho stamp
allowance at all,

Hon. (+, Taylor: And the main allowanen
was very small,

The PREMTER: Yes, only one-third of
what it is to-day. T think members ean ge
alonr with £10 each for stamps. From in-
guiries made T learn that a faix number dc
nat nse the whole of their allowance,

Mr. Thom=on: You ean’t sav that of many
conmtry members.

The PTREMTFER.: YVes, even conntry mem.
hers. T think the amount is saffieient.

Mr. THOMSON: There are occasions
even without eleetians when the namonnt pro-
vided is not sufficiont, There shonld be some
clasticity in vegard to this item. T know
the Premier has not laid down the allow-
anee, for it was laid down by the Hnuse
Committee. But when the poastage was 14.,
memhers were allowed £10, and with the
postage at 114d. it is still £10. Frequently
T have n considerahle numher of telegrams
to send, and T think the Premier wounld have
been justified in inereasing the allowance.
However, sinee he does not seem inclined to
do =0, T will eontent myself with supporting
the protest pnt np hy the member for Avon,

Vaote put and passed.

Totes—Joint House Committee £4767,
Joint Printing Commitiee £4,251, Joind
Library Committee £375—-anveed to.

Progress veporterd,

House adjourncd at 10.51 p.m.



